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SUMMARY

Observations, Thoughts and Speculations about the Sculptural and Painting Decoration
of the Academy of Athens

The conception and execution of the large decorative panels at the Aca-
demy of Athens is totally different from the execution of other monumental
public projects in Athens; in this case we do not have a «laudatio» for the
owner or the king but a glorification of Athena as the incarnation of wisdom
and Prometheus as the benefactor of mankind. Theophil Hansen, the archi-
tect of the Academy, drew his inspiration for both its sculptural and painting
decoration from Raphael’s The School of Athens (fresco in the Stanza della
Segnatura, Vatican). Christian Griepenkerl painted the Academy based on
Hansen’s (Prometheus bringing fire, Prometheus Bound, Prometheus Freed
and the Battle of the Titans) as well as on his own drawings (e.g.: Prometheus
greeted by the Gods at mount Olympus). It should also be noted that the Aca-
demy’s architecture and sculptural decoration are both dominated by classi-
cism while its paintings show a preference for renaissance and baroque ele-
ments.



