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ANAKOINQZIZ MEAOYZ

IZTOPIA IATPIKHZE.— Some new informations on Antony Pyropoulos
as physician and on his small notice: «Ilgpi puérowv xoi ova-
dudv> according the codex 877 of the Iberian Monastery
on Mount Athos and the Cod. med. gr. 27 of the National
library of Vienna, 4y Aristotle P. Kousis.

I have the honour to communicate to the Academy of Athens some
new informations of several inedited manuscripts on Antony Pyropoulos,
the celebrated greek physician of the r5th century.

Unter the name of Pyropoulos (I[Tupérovdog, Iletpdmovhoc, lnpdmouvhoc) we

# AP. Il. KOYZH, Néoxt &motrkoelg nepi 100 ’Aviwviov Hupomedrov dg ixtpold xai tob «mepi
néTpav xai oTaBuGV> Bpaxfog SnpEIdMaTOs abdrtod Aatk TOV 877 %Wz TAS Ev VAW povig TRV
Ipipav nal TOV EAAnv. ixte. nSina 27 thc 'EBviniig LifAte8rinng tig Bidvvng,
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know three persons: Antony, Andrew and Manuel, who are probably bro-
thers, or have family connections. They were pupils of the eminent profes-
sor Johannes Argyropoulos, the renowned «universitatis dominorum scola-
rium artistarum et medicinae rector». We recognise them from a picture in
folio 35 of the Barrocian codex No 87, of the Bodleian library, written in
15th century. This picture was published in the «’Apyuvpomoddewx»' and in
the «Néog ‘EXdnvopvipwyv<?® by the eminent late Prof. S. Lambros. It presents
prof. Argyropoulos seated in a throne in the Krall's xenon in Constanti-
nopel and around him are his pupils, with unter them the three named
Pyropouli, as mentioned in the caption®.

The above mentioned xenon took his name from a serbian Krall and
existed in Constantinople as far as 1406, as the renowned codex of Diosco-
rides, of the Library of Vienna, ascertains.* Undoudtedly this xenon, which
was annexed to the Monastery of ITpéSopog and IMxdese ITévpac®, should be
of a similar type, as the other known one, which I wrote about several
times. The name of one of the monks wo had the care of the sicks on its
wards, vosoxdpoc Nadavaid, is perserved® as well an other of Bpavédg, the
physician of the mpwrtépxstwe, a pupil also of Argyropoulos. This physi-
cian was also very known, from several pharmaceutical preparations found
in different iatrosophies. In this xenon, as is already known, was establi-
shed the general Museum (xa®olxdv pouseiov), in which Prof. Argyropoulos
professed at command of the byzantine emperor John Palaeologos.

Apart from the three Pyropouli, we find a fourth, Alexis Pyropoulos,
who is mentioned as the copist of some parts of the Parisian codices 2143
and 2144 containing for the most part the works of Hippocrates. In folio
12 of the first of this manuscript is the inscription: «& Xpisté, Bovider 6 66
Jodde & [Mupomodhw». According to the Catalogue of Omont of the manus-
cripts of the Parisian Library, this codex was written «varia manu» about

1 Preface p. px¢.

2 Tome I, p. 126.

2«0 *Apyvpdmovdos Siddaxet *Avrdiviov IMupdmovdoy, tatpoy xal Mavound Iupdmovdoy . .. xal
Bpavéy tov to mpwropdatopos, latgdy, &v 16 tol Kpdddov Eev@vi» and further down: exal 3iddoxet
*Avtdvioy Iupdmovdoy . .. xal Bpavay xal *AvSpéay xal Mavound Hupdmouhoy».

* Med. graec. 3, Fol. 1.

® Argyropouleia p. x3".

¢ Cod. Diosc. 1. ¢,
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the year 1345; date that Montfaucon, Littré aud Diels also accepted in the
description of each of the works of Hippocrates, contained in the codex.
Kiihlewein, however conjectures, on the contrary, that the codex was writ-
ten between the end of the r4th and the beginning of the 1sth century.

According to his scientific occupation on medical works one could
presume, that Alexis P. was engaged also in medicine; but it is doubtful,
if he was akin to the above mentioned three Pyropouli, as also some others
under the same cognominal, but not related as authors of medical works.

Of the three Pyropouli we only have specific information on Antony
Pyropoulos, first from a article published in the old «EX\nvopvApwy», unfor-
tunately unsigned, but most probably written by its editor, the learned,
author Mustoxydis, and afterwards by Sathas and Lambros'.

Antony Pyropoulos was born at Corone (in Peloponese). But Hodius in
his «de Graecis illustribus» cites him as born at Corcyra, evidently an
error in writting out the word Corone from the Coislian Codex of the Pari-
sian Library, as will be seen clearly from the photographic copy of the first
page of the work.

Antony studied at Constantinople and Italy and afterwards became a
monk. He remained in the Monastery of Batopedion in Mount-Athos,
where in October 1493, he dedicated to this abbey a copy Aristotle’s «guauxy
axpdasie»’, now lieing in the Synodical Library of Moscow®.

Unfortunately we know of him very little as physician and medical
author. The fact that his name is mentioned with great honour on several
manuscripts and that different of his therapeutical receipts have been pre-
served, in iatrosophies, make us conjecture, however, that he was a skilful
physician of a great value.

Among the ordinations, which have been preserved in the Coislian
Codex 315 of the 15th Century is one dealing with cough®, which has lead
to the erroneous opinion, that Pyropoulos hat written a treatise about this
symptom, which in fact was only the very simple ordination of a drug
against cough. We find this opinion repeated by Fabricius (Bibl. graeca

Y Hellenomnemon P. 194.

2 «Tobto 76 B:fAlov 7 puon dxpdacts Tob *Aptetotéhoug dndpyet Erol tol dSraddyou xal edtehols
%l GpapTwhod *Avtwviov tob Hupomodlov xal deeptydn elg thy ... poviv tol Batomatdiov. *Oxzwfpiov
1B, wi. tf’, Erog AR ».

3 MoNTFAUCON, Bibliotheca Coisliniana olim Siguerina, Paris 1715, p. 59.
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11, 5), who cites Anton P. among the medical authors!, until Sathas and
later writers. Many similar ordinations and receipts are found in several
manuscripts and iatrosophies, of which I cite a few:

In the codex of the Iberian Monastery of Mount-Athos 877 (of the Lam-
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Cod. gracc. 27, fol. 167 of the National Library of Vienna.

bros’ catalogue 132) and on page 164V we find one against «dusovpla»? in
the codex of the academician Amantos 25 some against different diseases,
and in the codex 32 of the Library of Vienna are others, with descriptions

of sevcral pharmaceutical preparations.

1 S. OmonT, Inventaire sommaire des manuscrits grecs de la Bibliothéque

nationale (Paris, 1888). Vol. III, p. 184 «Formulae remediorum variae interquae Anto-
nii Pyropuli remedium pro tussis.

? Similar in National Library of Vienna, in Cod. Med. gr. 27, fol. 116V (cf. Lam-
becii Com. Lib. VI, p. 115) «Eppnveia 2x 168 Iupomwobdou lateol. Elg tiv Susoupiav, Mapouv-
Mov oflav xomdvigoy: auffov petd oivou makatod. Adg miely xal lrat. "AAhov: Kapddpou amdgov zowd-
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Similar ones I have found in the Codex XI, 167 of the Rossiana Library
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Cod. 4 (C. 4, 161) fol. 205 of the Angelica Library of Rome.

of Vienna and the Cod. 4 (C H, 161) of the Angelica Library in Rome at
the end of the work of Paulus Nicaeus, but in old greek as found in the
works of old ancient authors, unter the title «'Eppyveix latpob tob [Tupomediou»
(Explanation of the physician Pyropoulos). The eminent author and copist
of the works of Aétios, Paulus Nicaeus and other ancient works, late
Dr Weigel, in his copy of the work of Paulus Nicaeus cite also this phrase
in a sketch, which I have issued, with this of the Rossiana Library, in my
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Cod. X1, 167 of the Rossiana Library Lrom the Copy of Prof. Weigel of the Library
of Vienna. of Berlin.

edition of the first part of the work of Paulus Nicaeus, connecting the name
of Pyropoulos with this work.
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For all these reasons one can presume, that Pyropoulos was not only
a skilful physician, but also has written some medical treatise, from which
the copists chose the therapeutical ordinations, found in the existing iatro-
sophies, in translation in common modern language. B. Foerster in his
catalogue: De antiquitatibus et libris manuscriptis constantinopolitanis
(Rostock, 1877, p. 27, No &) cited in the 16th century a iatrosophie having
the title: «’lxtposdpioy Tot sopeb [Mupomobhov: xal ©6 BuPhiov elvar peydho xal Exet
8¢ umepleg moAd& xal Sudpopx wedypmaTa: xal TO yoptl eivar x6Ahawg PufBRdniveg»
and existing in Michel Katacuzenos' library. This was probably the princi-
pal source, from which the posterior copists hat borrow the matter for their
iatrosophies.

The writer of the above related article about Pyropoulos in the old
«Hellenomnemon» mentions, that this physician left no treatises, but
expresses his opinion also, that perhaps they may not have been reserved
to us. As corroboration of this opinion comes also Fabricius, who cited
Pyropoulos amongst the medical writers, although he cites only the ordi-
nation against cough'. A letter also sent to Pyropoulos by the renowned
Prof. of Philosophy in the University of Padua Hermolao Barbaro, issued
in the old «Hellenomnemon»? praises the wisdom of this physician and his
experience on the lessons of the nature and the considerable part, he played
in medicine®. The writer of the article in the old «Hellenomnemons points
also out, that this letter meant a thing for Pyropoulos, as it reflected to
to him the splendour of the name of Barbaro, addet to his own, which was
a considerable credit for Pyropoulos*. But would the wise Barbaro have
mentioned him so honorably from hearing only (dxodew), without knowledge

of one at least scientific work?

! Bibl. graeca B, ¢, Kb.

* The first edition of it was 1n the works of Angelo Palatiano. Tom. I, p. 424.
(1528, Lugd, Batav.).

* «mepl e Ty MMV coplay xal 87 Ty mepl Ta padnpata xal Ty edav xal 8 Tadtng dEwolo-
YWTEpOY pEpog laTpixiy).

* 8. Hellenomnemon (Old) 1843, April, No 4, p. 193: «Kal vdv | Mdpdi, f 10 Svopx
T8 dmnpou todtou dvBpos mposavydloven dvtavaxAdtat is T6 Tl "Avrwviou t0d Mupomotiou, Mov-
pata 6 “EXAny obtog 8tv xatéhumey elg fluds 3] Tovhdytotoy Biv dieohIroav: AN xal Sid tobto (LoAL-

ot elvan Yowg Wranrépag dvapviisews dEog zal 0dBevog EAhou Addvato va tlyy pynpsiov 2vtiotépov

Tijs wpog abtov tol ‘Eppoldov EmiotoAiig».
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Moreover we must notice that in the theological codex 1290 of the
Pariser Library of fol. 310 Pyropoulos is mentioned also «Bé\tiotog lxtpév
ele &xpovs®.

Prof. Lambros, however, hesitated to accept Antony Pyropoulos as a
pupil of Argyropoulos in 1443 and as monk in 1493, as according to this
dates Antony P. would have reached the age of 8o years, but this is evi-
dently not a strong enough reason. According to this Prof. Lambros accepts
that the monk Pyropoulos was Andrew P., who after bekoming monk took
the name of his brother Antony. Lambros conjectures also that Andrew P.
was the owner of the theological codex and of this of the Aristotle’s work,
to whom the Barbaro’s letter was adressed. But it muss be notice that in
the picture already Anton is named ixtpd¢ and that the letter of Barbaro
was sent before 1439, when Barbaro was already dead”.

Thus from Pyropoulos in reality we have now no more than several
simple medical ordinations in different iatrosophies. But on examining the
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Cod. 877, fol. 213, of the Library of the lberian monastery on Mount Athos.

manuscripts of the library in the Iberian monastery on Mount Athos I found
in the codex 182 of the Lambros catalogue (now 877) of the XVI century,
page 213 a very small treatise of Pyropoulos with the title «2EAynoic Tob

! E. LEGRAND, Bibliographie Hellénique, tom. II, p. 323, not. 1.
«toy Saxtblowg ypddayta TOV rexTnPévoy
Avtdviov BédtioToy laTp@y dxpov
éx TMupomodAwy edyevdy mwponypévoy:
TOV Gvayedaxovta oLy mpodupiy’
gihatte Tobg Tpels, & Tpidg TpiooAflas,
* Ibidem,
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Cod. med. gr. 27, fol. 105-106 of the Nutional Library of 1ienna.

! Cod. med. gr. 27, fol. 105V-106v, (Cf. LaMBECIH, comment, Lib. VI, p. 115 [1678]).
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In this he gives a brief explanation of the shortwritings of the mea-
sures in use in those days, evidently for pharmacological and medical pos-
sesses. As is known, treatises on measures and weights from the most
ancient times were the work of many eminent physicians; in this work,
realy very short, but non the less not without any importance, he gives the
names of measures in use, not only of those existing till now in the phar-
macopoea, as odyyix (ounce), Spxyus (drachme), but also of others, out of date,
but still known by name in different parts of Greece.

The all treatise is as follows:

*Eé&ifynois 1o ITvgomovlov megl tdw oradudy | vév

v duaydviwy &l tas ydeas xai woles tas fuerégas.
To oftwg Exovre 8", odyylay oquaiver, % odtwg OF O™, | xal adta
odyylay enpaivoust, 4 puetk évég yoduparos | 7 xat tav £ Et oty oltwg
MO, uédwov'. Ei 3¢ oltwg MeP, petovprhmovy 'Eav 3¢ oltwg &ym x°,
5. wbonwoy®, | el 8¢ Eotiv oftwg ML, pioodpiov | dkv 8¢ oftw xot|, xothdv: i 5¢
oTwg ¥xer yeypappévoy M Snhot pmisodprov? |, el 38 olitwe ©8, Tlodphiov’,
Eay 8¢ &ty obrwg X0 |, Mrpav anpaiver et 38 Zxer obtweg Ap., Spayuiv
dnhot | % xal Spduov, e xadl Shydrepdy dotw. Eav | Wne 5% xal Exet
10. oftwe P, Boutliov® anuaiver et 8¢ | obtwe dovly MB, pistata’ *Eay 5&
&xn obtwg Ko, zpovripiov® Snhot. Ei 32 oftwg Zotw 0%, yaotépa’ | Myer
el 3¢ ¥ye yoppa xal dver ToD yhpuatos | ot xal Fumposdey Slo dEelac
o’ onpaiver yaotépa | piod. Kb 3% #xer ypappévov oftw mu™ widov: el
15. 3¢ | olrwe domy aHr, duovdal®, &l 8 dhhwe ou, Py, | xal Sk Tob 1 préhar

7o 3¢ oftwe &', dyyeiov % £ldog dyyelov.

2dyyle 9 Fxal e@ng 14 midov 15 gakny 16 *yyetov.

! uddioy, uddog the Roman measure of capacity (8,75 pounds).

usrovporijxiov, petpntixtov (peteptiza), nearly 7 kilo.

©

xdoxwoy, capacity of a sieve.

-

Mugotpiov (ptaobprov, pvosodptov, pwvatptov, pisobp) nearly '/, kilo.

o

T¢obpioy = husk

L3

Bout{iov = wineskin.

-

wiorara (piotato)= from 6 to 10 oka, nearly 6-12 kilogt.

]

xpovThiptov (xpoviTipy), zpovifptov, xpovtépis, weight of wine=nearly 3 kil.

©

yaorépa, vase of water (decanter) of a capacity of !/, oka.
10 FuovAa, dpmouda = bottle.
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