466 IIPAKTIKA THX AKAAHMIAY AGHNQN

ISTOPIA.— "Exfeoig émi tig Spdoews g mvotinig ~Opyavwoews Ilpo-
voiag Oixoyeveldv 'Ayvoovpévwy Navtix®v, Siapxovong tig Tep-
poavoitaAniis xatoyis xata Tov Aedtepov Ilayxdowiov IIéAepov,
om0 A. Todgpov - 4. Hamayeweylov *. *Avexowdly md 7ol " Axady-

ey -~ 3 A lg !
paixod %. lodawou Tobyma.

AITIA AHMIOYPITAY KAI XKOIIOEX THE OPTANQIEQX

o

e 9 \ ~ 2} \ o 3 A > / 3

Al CApyal xatoyfc, 000 dpa T Eyratactdost TWY, ATNY6PEUGAY AVGTY-

pids elc Tag &v 'AbBfvarg Smotumwdds Acrtovpyodous Navtixas ‘Ymnpesiag iy

’ /4 4 4. \ < ’ b4 4 /.
YOPNYNGW JENUAT®Y, TROPLLGY, Qupudxey %ol 0lwydnTote dAWY uéswv SrfBio-
oewg elg Tag oixoyevelag T&V eig v Méony Avatodiy cdpioxouévay ‘ALiwpa-
Txdy, Yrabroparindy xoal Nowtéy tob Ilohepinod Navtixod, v thpnew 3¢
~ 3 ' ’ ’ s ~ 5~ 1 T\ Ao
THg amayopeboews TadTng TaprohoLlouy 3t alpvidiacTindy ENéyywv. ME 16 ama-
A 3 \ A ] ! A 4 o N ~ A
yopeuTxdy adtd pérpov Emedtwxav Ty mapepumédicwy THe Sxpuyic Iatprwrdy
¢& “Eaddog mpog vicyuow ol elc Alyumrov payopévon Navtixod, Osomicacat
moWdg adeTNpds, xal THV mwowiy Tod OuvdTov dndpy, Sik Tods dmomeipwuévous
va Srapdyouy. Zyustwréoy éti Ty dvicyuow S mpocwmixol €5 ‘EAAdSog ElfTeL
S puoTdy pmwpdtey f &y TAlcEavdpsia ‘Hysola 1ol Navtinol, »ad’ éinv
0 b

TN Sdpxetay TG ®ATOYHC.

Abyo i dmayopeicews TadTyg, TheioTar TAV G AVG OLXOYEVELBDY TEEL-
0oy, 18t xate THy Sidpnciay Tol Awwol, &tz ompsidinoay yuhddes Oavarwv
’; ¥ 7 3 3. T, 3/ /4 4 3 Ja ’\ ’
€ &ouvttag, el Eoydrny &vdeciay, ftic xatéotnosy EmiBelinuévny Ty dmurovpytay
Lond \ = e 7/ 3 A
Ti¢ mepl Hig 6 Abdyos *Opyavdoewg.

‘H &v *AdeEavdpeta xal *Abfvar ‘Hysola 700 Noawtinold Sietéhovy &v yvaor-
oeL THg ouyxpothicews Tis Opyavdcews, mapeiyov 3% duéprotov, xal xatd TO
pétpov Tob gpuetol, THY cuvepyastay Twv.

‘H So0ciown cig miv *Opydvwowy Emwwutie fro mapamiavytiny S tov *Eybpdy.

\ -] 3 ’ . 3 L - ’ - I_ 73 4 I_

Txomds i *Opyavdicews 7to 1 x0pNYNGLS YENUATOY, TEopluwy, Qxpud

xwv xal oloudfmote dAhou péoov SxBidoews wpos TUg oixoyevelug ol Ilposw-

* D. TSAFOS - D. PAPAGEORGIOU, On the activities of the underground
resistance organization, created in Athens during the German and Italian
occupation in Greece (1941 -1944) to support the families of the Navy
people fighting in the Middle East.
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SUMMARY

The Academy of Athens have honoured at the annual ceremony, in
the presence of H. E. the President of the Democracy Mr. C. Caramanlis,
four Naval officers, for their activities during German occupation of Greece
(1941 - 1944). The member of the Academy Admiral J. N. Toumbas notified
the totality of the Academy for the report which the Rear-admiral (reti-
red) Dimitrios Tsafos and Commander S. (retired) Dimitrios V. Papageor-
giou submitted to the General Navy staff for the activities of the under-
ground resistance organization to help the families of the Navy people during
the occupation of the country (1941 - 1944) by the German and Italian
forces.

1. The cause and the goals of the Organization.

As soon as the occupation authorities were established in Greece
they strictly forbade the Government services, operating in Greece,
to grant any money, food, drugs or other means of living to the families
of the Naval officers, petty-officers and sailors fighting with the Greek
Fleet in Mediterranean and Middle East. The application of the above pro-
hibition was followed up by sudden checks. With this prohibition the
occupation forces tried to prevent the escape —f{rom Greece — of patriots
intended to strengthen the Greek Navy, fighting in cooperation with the
allies in Middle East. To this effect, they had established very severe penal-
ties, including death, for patriots trying to escape and the same for
the people who were helping them. The escape of staff from Greece had
been continiously requested, with secret messages, by the Greek Admiralty
in Alexandria, during the whole occupation of the country.
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2. Due to this prohibition, many of the above families, especially
during the starvation period, when thousand of deaths had occurred, because
of lack of food, reached extreme poverty, as a result of which the creation
of the above organization was made absolutely necessary.

3. The title of the organization was misleading to the enemy ‘“Welfare
Organization for the families of unknown Naval officers — petty — officers
and sailors”.

4. The purpose of the organization was to grant money, food, drugs
and other ways of living to the families of the Greek Navy staff, fighting
in the Middle East, as well as to the families of the people escaping from
Greece to strengthen the Navy units in the Mediterranean. In addition to the
above goal, the organization was in close cooperation with other resistance
organizations, helping patriots to escape to Middle East as well with
transmitting information.

5. Period of operation and leading committee.

The organization operated from March 1942 through November 1944.
The organization was directed by the following four Naval officers :

— The late Rear-admiral Captain A. Bakopoulos, the director of Light-
houses and Lights services and then serving with the rank of Captain.

— The late Rear-admiral P. Papachristos then serving with the rank
of Commander.

— Rear-admiral (retired) Dim. Tsafos with the rank of Captain at
that period.

— Dimitrios V. Papageorgiou Commander S. (retired) serving at that
time with the rank of Sub-lieutenant.

The above committee was accomodated during the whole period of
occupation in the offices of the director of Lights services, 5 Fidiou street,
Athens and the warehouse for the distribution of food etc. in the basement
of the above building, with all necessary precautions to mislead the con-
(uerors.

6. The organization was operated with a network of volunteers
(officers, petty-officers and individuals).

A few of the above collaborators are still alive.
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7. The number of families and individuals who were helped by the

organization were as follows :

— March 1942 : Families 269, persons 269
— January 1943 : Families 740, persons 740
— December 1943 : Families 1.540, persons 2.619
— January 1944 : Families 1.614, persons 2.855
— November 1944 : Families 1.821, persons 3.378

8. Total amount managed by the above committee :

a) Greek drachmas 563.641.673.652.133.

b) Gold pounds 2.542, equivalent to drachmas 127.895.310.714.994
Drachmas were granted to the organization by the Navy department, Banks,
Greek Red Cross, secret organizations and individuals. The gold pounds
were dropped by airplanes, flying from Middle East or secret agents.

The amount of the allowances to the families was related to the num-
ber of members of each family. The money was distributed at home, to the
people entitled, by volunteers (females especially) cooperating with the
above committee.

The member of the Academy Admiral J. N. Toumbas (Commander
of the Adrias during the war and chief of the Greek Fleet later), proposing
the awarding of prizes to the above four officers (two dead and two still
alive), underlined the recognition and gratitude of the families and indivi-
duals helped, as well as the outstanding performance of the above officers
during the war 1941 - 1944 and their whole career in the Navy.



