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78 F. W, HASLUCK

into Thrace at this period. The building in which they were

deserves at least more notice than it has hitherto attracted: it has luckily

been left as it was found (Figs. 1, 2).

As my rough drawings shew (Pl. XX. A, 1, €) the tomb exhibits many
of the characteristics of the Mycenaean #4 The material is throughout
the soft local limestone, and the arrangement similar in e s to that of
the tomb described above. The simple lintel doorway with slightly con-

vergent jambs faces ten degrees east of south. It is set in a short facade of

regularly-coursed blocks ; the outer ends of this, as is indicated by the
surfaces left rough, were intended to be hidden by the earth of the tumulus.

Fig. 22—Tuholos Tous at Kigk KiLisse FroM THE EasT.

From the entrance a short passage! roofed with slabs leads to a circular

tholos, 392 m. in diameter and about 345 m. high : the line of the left wall
of the entrance-passage (not its axis) cuts, if produced, the centre of the
tholos. The latter is built of solid blocks regularly eoursed and finely
jointed without mortar, the vertical joints being uniformly perpendicular.

The average length of the stones in the lower courses is about 062 m., an

exceptionally long stone measuring 166 m. The vault is formed by
corbelling out each successive course slightly beyond the one below it :

! On the right wall of this passage are some childi

Larred &, which, how
remarked that the I

b |

e e
“me

A THRACIAN THOLOS ToMB 79

the last of the fourt courses i a laroe covering-slab meast r ‘04
< 1'00 X 022 m. The stones are left rough outside, where they were h
» earth of the tumulus, but their inner faces are clabora

after the third from the grou d into a perpen-

icular and a concave surface, and the under si k decorated

with a rs r feeble rosette in low rel

In spite of certain obvious likenesses in design and construction to the

Mycenaean 4 such scanty architectural details as exist in the K
Kilisse tomb—the rosette of the vault and the moulding above the outer
door—have nothing Mycenaean about them: I have Mr. Dinsmoor's

authority for saying that the latter cannot be carlier than the fourth cen-

B.C., The contents of the tomb may therefore quite well represent the
riginal interment, and the building must be considered a late survival of

primitive technique.!

There is in all probability a close cot between it and the

tholos-tombs of Pantikapaion, which were ordinarily covered with tumuli.
Here, though a square ground-plan seems to have been preferred, there is
at least one example (the Mont d'Or tomb) of a circular plan, and the

horizontal system of vaulting persists till a very late date, the Pantika-

paion tombs being placed not earlier than the fifth century 1.C*2 In det

it is interesting to remark that at 1’;L[L'.i|iu]):1i-1:l as at Kirk Kilisse, the

o of the vault is shewn without dis

g

the only object not definitely Hellenistic among the contents of the

corbelli

ise inside the tomb, and that

I'hracian #helos—the double axe—is found also in late South -Russian

burials.®
F. W. HASLUCK.
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A THOLOS TOMB AT KIRK KILISSE.
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