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SUMMARY

To the question if there existed a certain kind of law in the Myce-
naean Age and if it was functiwring a system of administration of justice,
according to that law, two inscriptions only on the tablets, from the Palace
of Pylos Archives, PY Eb 297 and PY Ep 704, give the answer. The first
tablet refers to the preparatory stage of the case and the second one to the
definite stage, brouglt before the Court. In a free translation the inscription
on the second tablet has as follows: «The priestess Erita has in her pros-
session the estate land as representative of the God to whom it belongs as
«etonion», but the municipality insists that it is a public land let to her».

It is evident that we are before a dispute of ownership to the estate.
Upon the solution of the disput depends the obligation of payment or not
of the contribution to the municipality of Pakijanas. It seems that the case
came before the court and the arguments of both parties were registered in
the Palace Archives at Eglianos and they were the most ancient acts of a
court. Of course, we do not know the names of the judges as we do not
know the judjement of the court, either that the proper tablets have not
been found or that the court decision had not been pronounced, because
of the sudden destruction of the Palace.

The above inscriptions testify to the fact that in the Mycenaean Age
there existed such statutes as the ownerhcip (public, private and sacred), law
of contracts (lease), the legal personality and may be the line of succession.

The priestess Erita, as it results from the tablets (PY Ep 704.3 and
PY Eb 338+409) has had commercial transactions also. She appears to have
rented from the same municipality, a public land for a value of 48 litres of
wheat with an obligation to offer to the servant maid of God Unwamija,
as a reward, 18 litres of wheat. We may suppose that the above mentioned
are the acts of a court, reffering to the partial or total liquidation of a
taxable obligation.

The conclusion is that from 1200 b. C., and earlier, there existed a
certain kind of law and a system of administration of justice. It is a fact
which is confirmed by the oral tradition which has preserved, until classical
times, the memory of lawgivers of prehistoric Crete and legislations of
Atlantis and prehistoric Athens.



