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SUMMARTY

The christian Church, right at the beginning of its self - organisation,
took on the basis of Math. XVIIT 20 and Mark IX 33 -37, a rather de-
mocratic character, which is kept intact through the life of its authentic
and unbroken continuation, the Eastern Orthodox Church, up to now.

This democratic character is duly demonstrated not so much by the
accentuated princpiple of the rigth of the majority in the church —orga—
nism, based on the equality of the members of the Church and the same
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of the bishops between themselves, as merely by the position of the laity
in the Church - organism. Every layman, by virtue of this baptism, is reco-
gnised as a full member of the Church, among other detailed rights and
duties, deciding also as such, even tacite, about the recognition or rejection
of the authority of an Oecumenical Synod, duly expressed by the Church’s
conscience (common consent) of the «Pleroma» of the Church, composed
by clergy and laity.
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