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Emddoels, Twpa wuas ocvvdéovy xal ta decuc Tijc Axadnuias ZAOnwaw. Zvupon-
roc moos ta xabiepwudva odc mepifdido ué o ubya dudenuov tijc *Axadnulas.
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SOKRATES IN THE AGORA

The Agora, the part of Athens with which the name of Sokrates is
most obsely associated, has been brought to light through the excavations
conducted since 1931 by the American School of Classical Studies'. For a
very long time, from the 6th century before Christ until the 3rd century
after Christ, this area at the north foot of the Acropolis was the focal
point of community life : the center of civic administration, the chief scene

of business and commercial life, a place for religious, dramatic and athletic

1. For a general account of the excavation and its results cf. H. A. Thompson and
R.E. Wycherley, The Agora of Athens: the History, Shape and
Uses of an Ancient City Center (The Athenian Agora, Vol.XIV,
published by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, Princeton, 1972). For
a shorter account cf. H. A. Thompson and others, The Athenian Agora:a Gui-
de to the Excavation and Museum. 3rd edition, Athens, 1976. For the
ancient written records cf. R.E.Wycherley, Literary and Epigraphical
Testimonia. (Agora, Vol. IIl) Princeton, 1957. The subject of the present paper
is dealt with in somewhat greater detail by Mabel L. Lang, Sokrates in the Ago-
ra (Excavations of the Athenian Agora, Picture Book No. 17), Princeton, 1978. For brief
accounts of the individual monuments with excellent illustrations cf. John Travlos,
Pictorial Dictionary of Ancient Athens, London, 1971.

I owe the illustrations for the present article to the Agora Excavation, American
School of Classical Studies.




