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Dear Dr. Vaviloy

Unfortunately I am not in position to address you in your language as I would
have wished.

I was just described to my colleagues your contribution to the knowledge
of surface conditions in semiconductors and specially on the experimenis
you have undertaken in cooperation with greek research groups. I did not
fail, also, to mention your warm feelings towards our country and our culture.
Your presence, today, at the Academy of Athens, will surely enhance this
Sruitful collaboration between scientists of our two nations.

We are now looking forward to hear your lecture on the latest Russian contri-
butions to science and culture.

Will you kindly take the floor.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF RUSSIAN SCIENCE
TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MODERN WORLD

OMIATA TOY ANTEIIIZTEAAONTOEX MEAOYE x. VICTOR S. VAVILOV

«All religions, arts, and sciences are branches of the same tree»

Albert Einstein*

As a unique example of this unity one can regard Michael Lomonosoy, the
first of Russian physicists and chemists, a poet and translator of ancients, an
author of historical works on the origin of Russians, and one of the fathers of todays’
Russian language. Moscow University bears his name at present.

Speaking about Russian culture and science, it is proper to regard Russians
both as the children and grand-children of Greeks. As children of Christian, Byzan-
tine Greece, most of religious Russians belong to the Greek Orthodox Church. When
we write we use Cyrillic alphabet, and our Russian terminology, in contrasts, for
instance, to German terminology is based, first of all, on the Greek language.
Remarkable sources and roots of early connections between Greek and Slavic people
included not only the relations between the old states, but, beginning with the 1X
Century, the spreading of Christian Faith, icons books and architecture in their old

* A. Einstein, «Art of my later years». Ed. Philosophical Library, New York 1950, p. 9.



