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SUMMARY

In 20 children affected with rheumatic fever and other collagen di-
seases the excretion of metacatecholamines (metadrenaline plus normetadre-
naline) was lower (1346 v/g Creatinine) as compared to 10 Controls (2683
v/g Creatinine).

The possible role of either a block in the metabolism of tyrosine to
homogentisate or a decrease in Catechol - 0 - methyltransferase activity
is discussed.
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