IIPAKTIKA THX AKAAHMIAY AG®HNQN

AHMOZXIA ZYNEAPIA THX 72 JOYNIOY 2005

ITIOAOXH

TOY ANTEIIZTEAAONTOXZ MEAOYX
Krriaz SIGRID DEGER -JALKOTZY

[TPOSXPRNHYH ITI0 TOY ITPOEAPOY ». EMMANOIHA POYKOINA

Me idwitepr, yaph, tmodeydpeda ofpepa thy xadnynTeta Sigrid Deger -
Jalkotzy, ®¢ véo avtemtatéAhoy wéhog the Axadrping Adnvdv.

‘H xvpia Sigrid Deger -Jalkotzy yevvndnxe oto Linz the Adotplac. Enov-
Saoe ato [Tavemiotiuio The Biévvre xat ot M. Bpettavia.

Axohoudug egehéyrn Odnytiteia oto [avemiothpmeo The Biévvng xat év gu-
veyela TaxTiey) xadnyhteta athy Epa puxmvoloyiag, TeoioTopiag xat TEwWTOL-
atoplag T7g Megoyeiov xal T@v Tapadouvdbiwy ywe®y 610 [avertiotipio T00
Salzburg. "Eyet 8iaker ot mohh Eéva TTavemiothpta xal elvat avtemioté oy
néhog i Alotplaxfic Axadnuiag Entetnpdvy.

Amo 16 1988 avéhabe 1) Sredduvar EoeuvnTints 6pddos xat T4 Sedduvar
avaarad@®y oty ‘Ehdteia Puwxiog xai ot dAleg meptoygs the ‘EAhddos. Eivat
éniong MéAog EQEUVNTIX®Y oVAdwY Yi& Thv Alyuntto xal Th Mixpa Acia.

H qupborh, Tng ath pehétn TV puxnvaiz®y Jepdtwy clvat obolaoTie
%ol TO v YEVEL EMTTNOVIXG TNG Epyo avayvwpletar Stedvac.

Avyoannty nupla quvabehde, adc ouyyaipm Y& THY éxhoYT cag Mg AVTEML-
aTéAAoVTOS héhous ThHe Axadnpiog Adnvav nal ué yapl odg éndidw T Sidan-
o TG ExA0OYTS Tac.

"Ex pépoug Ghwv v quvadéhdwy adg elyopat cuVEYLTT, T0D oTOUCAIOY éTL-

) - % et \ [
GTNUOVIAOY TAC EQYOU AL AAUE YAOA AAL EUTUY LA.
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ITAPOYSIAZH YTIO TOY AKAAHMAIKOY » XITYPOY TAKQBIAH

H xadnynreia xal dxadnpaizoc xupia Sigrid Deger-Jalkotzy yevvndnxe
70 1940 oo Linz t7¢ Adorpiag, Gmou nat dxolotdnoe té Eyndnhia padnpata.
Katomey éomovbage doyaia iotopia, dpyotohoyion xai xhaoixh, dthohoyia oto
[Mavenatipio T7g Biéwwne, nuping wé tov xadnynth Fritz Schachermeyr, Umd
Ty xadodhynor Tol dmoiou oTpddTnE wuplwe TRdE THY aToudt) ThHe Muxrva-
ixfc meptddou xal moATiomol. "Eyive Siddxtwp Tol idiou Ilavemiotrpiov to
1968 xai axohovdnoe éri tpia ypdvea (1970-1972) petadidaxtopinis gmoudes
oty Ayyhia 9mo tovg N. Coldstream xat J. Chadwick p.& eidixeugr atihy Muxn-
vohoyia, 6Teig Emixpdtnae v& Aéyetat 1 GmagybAnam we Thy puxnvainy yoady
xat Yhwooa. To 1973 énéortpede oth Biévvn xat Siopictnne dpeuvitpta aThy
povae purnnvainig épeivne (Mykenische Kommision) th¢ Axadrp.iug t7¢ Bi-
éwvrg, TaAt Uo Tov Schachermeyr. To 1976 npotydn ot péhog T EpeuvnTinig
adThg 6pados xal to 1988 ot Sievdivtord tne. To 1979 Sropictnne VdnyNHTELA
a70 avemiorhpto The Biévwng, t0 1984 17 dmovepndnne 6 tithog thg éxtd-
®Tou xadnyfTetag xal to 1986 ékehéyy Tantixy) xadnyhrota oty E8pa puxmvo-
hoyiag, TpoigTopiag xal TpwToiaTopiag The Megoyeiou xat T@v Tapadouvdbimy
Yweey a0 Iaverigtpio T00 Salzburg, 9éov Thyv 6molay xatéyet andpr. ‘Ent-
Aoy, Ta €ty 1990, 1992-1995 xai 2003 é8idake b npoornexhnuévn xadnyn-
towa gt [avemarhpia The XaidehGépyne, The Kohwving xat 00 Rostock oty

leppavio xal Tob "Edybotpyov atiy Zxwtia.

Ano 1o 1975 dpyroe vi petéyet oTic dvacxadés Tod AdoTptaxod Apyatoho-
yt%00 TvaTiTolTou 0Tov TEolaTORtXO GUVoLXLad ThHe Alyetpas 9o Tov radnyr-
7, W. Alzinger xat cuvéyiae péypt 10 1986 o6mdte %al émidopTioTnne pe ThHy
dnpocicuay, TG xepapetxfg T00 YWpov adTol. Ado yYebvia dpyétepa, o 1988,
avéhabe pall pé Thy -ToTe- RpotaTapévy T 14me Edopiag ITpoiotoptndy »al
Khasixiv Apyatothitmny xupiav Gavoupioy Aaxopmvia Ty Stebduvar t@v dvo-
oxad®dv Tadwy ety ‘Ehdteia Puxidos, dvaorad®dy of dnoles ébmtioay wepinég
TTUYES T@Y vexptx®@y Edipwy Ty Muxnvaiwy xat Eefav 8Tt 1) Tepoyh adth
Gvixe aTOV x0pWO ToU puxmVaixod ToATiowol xal dy oThy meptbépeia, frwe

émigteveto Ewg T6te. ‘H quppetoyn tne ot 8o mohuetele nal xalpleg dvaorades
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puRNYAIX®Y xEvTewy ot [lehomévnao xat thyv Zteped, thy éEotreinge pé &
U0 Gagtrd SelypaTo TOD UUXTVAIX0D TOALTIGROT, CUVOLKIGID Xl VexpoTadelo,
xat THE TPOTETOPLaE TOAAY, xatl TOAUTIAY, épetpla xal énadh dreudeiag e Ta
TPAYPOLTAL, TEQLTTOTERY) ®atl TANPEGTERY, &Th BT, Eyouv ToAhot Eévor suvadehdor.
"Entnhéov €bepe thv xupia Jalkotzy ot dpeom émadh pé "EAAnves §Ahwv 16V
XATNYOPLOV, EPYATES, AYPOTES, TOTIXOUS SLovoOUUEVOUS Xl EMLOTHROVESG %ol
reTétpede TO ApyInd ETITTNUWOVIXS TNG EvOLadéooy ot cihixptvh) buhio e Tolg
"ENhnveg ol té ENAVLXS TRAYUIOTA.

To quyyeadued Trg Eayo elvar e émi Td TAeloToy TEoidY TpWTOYEVODS Epeu-

\ \

vog. ‘Extog ano thyv Sdantopint Tng Sratpteh pé Jéua Tig ropdic ékouaiog ooy
“Ouneo (Biévwn 1970), Eyet a0 évepynTind tng Slo povoypadies, wia yid dhAho-
edvelg petoinovg oTiy Yotepopuxnvaixt ENAGSa ént t1) Bdoet wiag xatnyopiog
ayyeiwy mol ebpédnuray oty Alyetpa xal wia & Y1 Tobg dxolovdoug (eqeta)
oty xowvwvixy Sidedpwar The puxrvaixfic EAAddoc. "Eyet émiong xat thy &n-
(0a ieuay) TV adpay Bwv o thv EAdreta dno xotvol pé thy xupia Aaxophvia
xal TNV Gelpvnotn Ayvi Saxehhapiov oty aetpd Corpus der Minoischen und
Mykenischen Siegel. 'EntmAéoy quvey et thv getpi 1@V Snpoctedaewy the Ad-
atpraxte Axadnpiog yi& Thy mpoicTopia Tod Alyaiov (Agdische Frithzeit) pe
Tolg Topous IV xal V yi& thv purnvainh mepiodo Ewe 1o 1200 w.X. xal tolg
LETAVAATORLXOVG Ypdvoug Tol 120u xat 11ov ai. m.X. avTioToiyme xal énelepyd-
Cetan Ty Tehixy, Snpoaicuar THE xepapetnts ThHe Alyeipag xat the Eldrelac.
"Eyet Snpoateioet Siabopeg épyasics yid purnvaind Jépata xal GUYREXPLLEVLG
YL THY YeadT), THY Xepapeixt), TNV SLotxNTiny} Xal ®XowoTixt) bpydvwer, Y&
TYETELS, ETADES AL YPOVONOYLat, 18 TMY TEACUTAIDY LURNVAIXGY aidVmY, YLd
Ti¢ dvaoxadis tTov retéaye xadvg xal Sadopa & dpdpa e Totiha dvTixei-
peva (umpira, 6iohiorpraies, doboa ot Eyrunonailetes THe dpyatdTrTAG RAT.).
Elva émimAéov Omevduvy Y& Tig énddoetg The puxnvainiig épeuvntind povadag
T Anadnplag the Biévwne Hapdhhnha érididetar oty dpyavwen Siedviy gu-
vedplwy xal suvavTNaewy e 6aoy, Thy Axadnpia adth. "Eyet #87 dpyavocet to
cupmdaio “EhAde, Alyato xat Eyylc Avatohy) xatéh Tobe o%oTetvolg aitves”
(1983), wiv 10y diedvy suvavtroy “Floreant Studia Mycenea” (1999), thv
guvavtnaT, Stedvole dpados épyaaiag Y thy yeovahoyia thg YE I T meptédou

nal io axedpm yia Ty péon daoy the YE III I' meptédou to 2004.

To moluaydee abto EmiaTrmovins Tng Epyo avayvwpiotnxe xat étiphdnxe.
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To 1987 gehéyn avtemiatéhhoy péhog atiy Adotptaxt, Axadnuia v Emt-
oTNRGY 6Ty Biévvn, 1o 1995 Eyive Taxtind péhog ThHe Axadnuing adTig, 6T0u,
Rapdhinha pt i déom ThHe Srevdivplag The Munmvaixi Epeuvntinig Movd-
Soc, eival zat LENOS TV AVTLTTOY WY Lovadwy Y& Thy Alyunto xal Thy Mixpa
Acia xadig zai Sadbpwy GAAWY ETITTHLOVIX@Y %L CLOIXTTIX@Y ERLTROTAV.
H gEEhET T 4o dorThTota o€ dradaind xal guveyioToia ToD EpYoU ToD
Fr. Schachermeyr péoa a& 30 ypdvia ut TAOUT L EpeuvT TirT), GLEARTIRY XAl TUY-
Yeadinh, Spda elvan vt &bta mposoyhe To 2003 Tyhdnxe pe 10 Goabelo Tob
dépet T0 Gvapa 10U xapdtvahiov Innitzer xal TOL ATOVEUETAL OE ETLOTNHU.OVO TH0U
Eyer Srampéder atic dewpmrinée émothpes. To 2005 dpyavwdnuxe mpog Tyrty
g &va Stedvic cuvédpro oTo Salzburg oo G7olo Ehabay pépag padnTee, Tuva-
Sehdot xat kot Trg xal EEehéyr EmimAéov GvtemIoTEAAOY EAog TTHG Anadming
@y Erwotrpev oto Gottingen tig eppaviag. H xupia Jalkotzy dniadt), moy
Eye éminevtpmoel Ta dviladépovtd Tne oty ‘EAA&Sa, civar it my ué TAoy-
010, oLt fho %ol SLedv@ds GVAYVWRLTUEVD AVATRADIXS, EQEUVHTIXG, TUYYPAPILD

ral BpyavwTird Epyo, To GTolov éneTtéheae Epyaldpevy) (e GUTTNLA, TTRWTOTUT A

)

A s

7ot ETLTUY L.

Sehr verehrte Frau Kollegin, seien Sie herzlich willkommen in der Aka-
demie von Athen. Sie haben diese Auszeichnug und unsere Annerkennung

wohl verdient.
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SIGRID DEGER-JALKOTZY (SALZBURG - VIENNA)

GREEK POLITICAL TERMINOLOGY
IN THE MYCENAEAN PERIOD

When Heinrich Schliemann in the later 19™ century brought to light the
marvellous treasures of the princely graves at Mycenae, he opened the door
to the archaeological recovery of a highly developed civilisation on the Greek
Mainland, the Mycenaean culture. Soon afterwards the Minoan Civilisation
of Crete was discovered by Sir Arthur Evans.

The discovery of the two high cultures of the Greek Bronze Age funda-
mentally changed the attitude of classical scholars towards the Homeric ep-
ics. Iliad and Odyssey had been previously considered a field of research for
philologists, literary historians and mythologists. Now the interest of ancient
historians and classical archaeologists, too, was attracted. Classical scholars
seriously started to consider the possibility that the Homeric tales about the
great past and the “Heroic Age” were, in fact, a reminiscence of the Myc-
enaean Age. This hypothesis received a further impetus by the decipherment
of Linear B.

Clay tablets inscribed with the so-called Linear B script were found at
the beginning of last century in the Palace of Knossos, and shortly before the
Second World War in the Palace of Pylos in Messenia. For a long time Linear
B remained a challenge to code-breakers and decipherers, until the British ar-
chitect Michael Ventris was successful in 1952. His decipherment of Linear B
and his identification of its language as Greek were confirmed by John Chad-
wick, a specialist in the field of Greek linguistics. Since then we know that
the first texts written in Greek were not the Homeric epics, but the Linear
B-Texts of the Mycenaean period. Since the decipherment, Linear B tablets
have been discovered in the Mycenaean palaces of Mycenae, Thebes and Tir-
yns. Short Linear B inscriptions were moreover found in recent years at Midea
and at Dimini, and at Chania in Crete. In contrast, the mighty structure at
Gla Linear B has not produced any Linear B texts, and Professor lakovidis is

probably right that Gla was not a palace.
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At first historians and literary scholars were disappointed by the fact
that the Linear B tablets only contained the records of the officials and
bureaucrats of the Mycenaean palaces. However, even so these texts reveal
that almost all Olympic gods had been already worshipped in the Mycenaean
period, and many Homeric and classical Greek terms for arts and handicrafts,
for agriculture, husbandry and foodstuff can be found in the Linear B-texts.
One document from Knossos even refers to a topographical designation called
“Achaia”. Moreover, scholars were particularly fascinated by the occurrence
of political titles and terms such as &va&, Gagthelc, datu, 6T, Aais, YEROVTES
and yepougia. As a consequence, many scholars became convinced that the
“Achaioi” of the Homeric epics had been, in fact, the inhabitants of Greece
in the Mycenaean period, and that kingship, political structure and social
organisation described in the Homeric epics had been firmly rooted in the
Mycenaean Age.

However, enthusiasm soon subsided. Closer introspection into the Linear
B texts revealed fundamental differences rather than similarities between the
Mycenaean world and Classical Antiquity. It was pointed out that the signifi-
cance of many words was different in the Linear B texts from what it was in
the Homeric epics, and that a great percentage of Mycenaean technical terms
were no longer preserved in the lexicon of classical Greek.

For instance, it became apparent that the terms of &va&, 6agtiele, daTu,
grog, Aade, yépovtee and yegouaix only represented about one quarter of Myc-
enaean political terminology. The majority of Mycenaean terms for political
power and organisation did not survive the collapse of the Mycenaean palaces,
and many of them have remained obscure. Therefore it is obvious that the or-
ganisation of the Mycenaean palace system was altogether different not only
from those of the Homeric epics, but also from those of any other period of
ancient Greece. My own dissertation on Homeric Kingship in 1970 came to
the conclusion that there was no continuity between the political structures
of the Mycenaean palaces and the world of the Homeric kings.

Moreover, since the 1970ies and 80ies new methodological approaches
particularly in the fields of Social Anthropology and Oral History Studies
have been applied. As a result, historians and scholars of Greek literature
nowadays prefer to underline the disruption between the Mycenacan period

and the 1% millennium BC of Greece. It has been pointed out that the collapse
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of the Mycenaean palaces and the loss of Linear B script were followed by
almost five centuries of illiteracy, the so-called “Dark Ages”. Therefore the
political conditions and the material world described in the Homeric epics are
nowadays often interpreted as reminiscences either of the “Dark Ages”, or as
a reflection of Homer’s own world, the early Archaic period around 700 BC.
According to such opinions, Greek myths and the Homeric epics contained
no memory of the Mycenaean period.

But how can we then explain the occurrence of &vaf, Gagihele, daty,
enpoc, Aade, Yépovtee and yepouaio in the Linear B texts? These words not
only represent basic political terms in the Homeric epics. Bagtiele, épog,
Aate and dotu have even survived until this day, signifying fundamental ele-
ments of Greek political organisation.

Before we continue, let us first consider the chronological development
of the Mycenaean period. [t is generally divided into the Early Mycenaean
Period (ca. 1600 - 1400 BC), the Palace Period (1400-1200), and the Post-
Palatial Period (1200 BC- 1070 BC).

The Early Mycenaean Period was the era of the Shaft-Graves at Mycenae.
It was contemporary with the New Palaces of Minoan Crete. The Minoan
civilisation had then arrived at its pinnacle, and among its achievements there
was the so-called Linear A writing system. This script has remained still un-
deciphered, but it may be assumed that it was used for economic purposes, as
well as for religious matters.

The Early Mycenaean culture was widely influenced by the superior cul-
tural achievements and aesthetical standards of the Minoan palaces. However,
according to the present state of knowledge neither the palace organisation
nor the Linear A script were adopted during the Early phase of the Myc-
enaean period.

Around or after 1450 BC all Minoan Palaces were destroyed. Only at
Knossos the palace organisation was continued, but now the Linear A script
was transformed into the writing system of Linear B. As we know, Linear B
was used for expressing the Greek language. It is therefore clear that after the
destruction of the Minoan palaces, large parts of Crete must have came under
the rule of invaders from Mycenaean Greece. The palace of Knossos in its last
stage was a Mycenaean centre.

These events inaugurated the rise of the Mycenaean Palace period. The



184 [TPAKTIKA THX AKAAHMIAY AOGHNQN

complex political, social and economic structures of the palaces and the ex-
pansion of Mycenaean economic interests now required the use of written
records. According to the communis opinio the Linear B script was first de-
veloped at Knossos after the model of Minoan Linear A. It was then adopted
by all palatial centres of mainland Greece.

The Mycenaean palace of Knossos came to an end during the 14" century
BC. The reasons are not known to us. The palaces of the mainland lasted un-
til 1200 and then fell a victim to violent destructions. After that the palace
organisation was abandoned, and together with the palaces the art of writing,
too, vanished. An interval of more than 400 years followed when Greece re-
mained illiterate until the Age of Homer (12" - late 8" century BC). The two
literate and highly developed civilisations of the Aegean Bronze Age fell into
oblivion. Greeks of later periods modelled their collective memory of the past
on the Homeric tradition about the Trojan War and on myths about the deeds
of the protagonists of a “Heroic Age”.

The centuries between the demise of the Mycenaean palaces and the rise
of Greek literacy written in the Alphabet script have been called a “Dark
Age”. However, this name has become obsolete by a substantial increase in
archaeological data from new excavations and intensified material study. Al-
though still no written records have been found, the centuries between 1200
and 700 BC were by no means devoid of creativity and inspiration, and they
contributed greatly to the formation of the civilisation of Classical Antiquity.
Moreover, it is now clear that the fall of the palace system did not portend
the end of the Mycenaean Age. The 12" and 11" centuries until ca. 1070 BC
still were Mycenaean in character, even if the palaces remained a matter of the
past. In recent years it has become clear that during the Post-Palatial Period
the Mycenaean cultural heritage was gradually transformed and handed down
to the following centuries.

Under these premises, let as turn again to the Greek political terms in the
Linear B corpus. They occur both in the texts of Knossos, that is to say, in
the 14™ century BC, and in the very last texts of around 1200 BC. They were
therefore used throughout the Palace Period between 1400 and 1200.

Wa-na-ka/wanax /dvaZ was the title of the rulers of the Mycenaean palac-
es. According to the textual evidence wanax was a divine king who carried out

religious functions, who was responsible for providing religious offerings and
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feasts, and who could even receive honours which otherwise were reserved to
the gods. A wanax was the greatest private landholder in his kingdom. His
landed property was called temenos, a term which in classical Greek was used
for the sacred territory (tépevog) of a temple. The wanax appointed high state
officials, and he probably was also the supreme military authority of his state.
Archaecologically the wanax is closely related to the so-called Megaron com-
plex of Mycenaean palaces, with the throne room and many installations and
implement for ritual activities.

In post-Mycenaean times, dvaf was no longer the title of a king. In the
Homeric epics the word indicates a one-man rule. It is often applied to kings,
but &vag may be also the houselord, the master of slaves or even the master
of animals. Avag has the same range of meanings as dominus in Late Latin,
“seigneur” in French or “lord” in English. In classical antiquity the word was
no longer used for mortals. It was confined to Gods.

The Homeric title of a king is 6agthede. In fact, it has remained the title
of kings throughout Greek history, even if the position of its bearer changed
over the centuries. In the Homeric epics the word designates the hereditary
leader of a political community. [t is applied to people who hold a sceptre,
who keep their rule for their whole life, and who hand down their position
to their sons. Homeric 6agihebg are protected by the gods, they hold portions
of land which are called Tép.evog, and some are addressed as évak. It cannot be
excluded that these features of Homeric kingship were a Mycenaean heritage,
even if the actual position of a Homeric 6acthele was widely different from
that of a palace king.

In the Linear B texts 6agthelg appears in the linguistically older form of
qa-si-re-u. But it was by no means the title of kings. Moreover, ga-si-re-u is
conspicuously absent from the central administration. People carrying this
title operate at the village level of social, economic and political organiza-
tion. Yet they must have been people of a certain authority. They supervised
local work groups particularly of smiths, and they led the labour groups and
military forces who were levied in the districts in order to work for and at the
palace. In one instance a ga-si-re-u was among a series of provincial officials
who made contributions of gold to the palace of Pylos. The position of a ga-si-
re-u was inherited, and they were involved in religious functions.

Moreover, ga-si-re-u appears connected with the terms of ke-ro-te/
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gerontes/yépovtee and ke-ro-si-ja/geronsia/yegousia. Unfortunately these
words occur only once in the Linear B corpus. But they seem to indicate that
on the local level of palace kingdoms there existed societies which were based
on kin groups. Qa-si-re-u may thus be defined as a ‘local chieftain’. At his side
there was a council of elders, that is to say a body of the most distinguished
members of his kin group. In specific circumstances a ga-si-re-u was drawn
into relations with the central authority at the palace (see above).

Da-mo/damos is yet another term which belongs to the provincial level
of a Mycenaean palace state. However, it does not refer to kin groups. Damos
rather designates the political organisation of a settlement or of a district
within the palace state. The members of the damos decide, for instance, on the
distribution of landholdings within the community, and on the participation
in taxes and labour obligations to the central administration of the palace.
The texts of Pylos even refer to a legal conflict between the high priestess of
the religious centre of the kingdom, and the damos of this district. It appears
that a Mycenaean damos could raise its voice against the central adminis-
tration. In this sense, a Mycenacan damos apparently had more political
influence that the Homeric ¢7p.oc whose main function was to listen to the
tagtheic. Moreover, the Mycenaean texts testify to the high antiquity of the
institution of énp.oc.

Aade, the term for a people united under the same government within a
given territory seems to have existed in Mycenaean times. However, it is only
attested in the title of ra-wa-ke-ta/lawagetas. The man who carried this title
held a very high rank since in the Mycenaean palace state he came second only
after the wanax. Literally the title means “leader of the people”. However, we
do not know if this really was his function. According to the texts his func-
tions were similar to those of the wanax — except that he was not involved in
cult and religious practices.

Finally, the Linear B texts contain the term of wa-tu/wastu/datu. At
Knossos the word occurs in the compound pe-da wa-tu “to the town”. The
context implies that the town in case was Knossos. A Pylos text reads “And
the town leads the offerings”. In this case wa-tu / wastu cannot refer to the set-
tlement but to its inhabitants. Since the palaces both of Knossos and of Pylos

were surrounded by extended lower towns, the term wa-tu is quite compatible
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with the meaning of datu in later periods, that is to say, a large settlement in
its geographical extension, and inhabited by larger populations.

Summing up, most of those Mycenaean political terms which survived in
Homeric and classical Greek were not connected with the central administra-
tion of the palaces, but with the local organisations on the level of districts
and villages. In my opinion this is exactly the reason why they were able to
survive beyond the Mycenaean Age.

When the palaces collapsed, all structures and institutions of the central
administration disappeared, and the larger territories under palace rule broke
down into small political units. It was therefore the organisations on the local
level, such as damos and kin groups (ke-ro-si-ja/geronsiai) who were able to
recover after the disaster and to establish the political conditions after the fall
of the palaces. Research work of recent years has shown that this development
must have started right in the post-palatial period of the 12" century. This al-
so was the period when the rise of ga-si-re-u from a local dignitary to kingship
took place. Moreover, two or three generations after the catastrophes of 1200
BC the memory of palaces and divine kings must still have been alive. The ar-
chaeological evidence for the post-palatial period gives evidence for attempts
to restore some elements of the ideology and power of Mycenaean palace rule.
It is therefore not surprising that the title of &va&, too, survived until the Age
of Homer. Presumably it was claimed by the 6acticic in order to enhance their
political power. It is my conviction that the post-palatial Mycenaean period
played a major role in the transformation of Greek political organisation and
institutions between the Mycenacan Age and the aftermath.

Finally, I would like to underline that the political terms discussed this
evening were of high antiquity. With the exception of wanax /évak, an indo-
european origin has been acknowledged of almost all of them. Moreover, these
terms were not connected with the political and administrative structure of
the Mycenaean palaces. They belonged to the local level of districts and vil-
lages. The only exceptions were wanax /dvaf and wastu/és7u. It has been
convincingly argued by Mycenaean scholars that the title wanax was adopted
together with the palace kingship, and that it probably was of Minoan origin.
The other terms, including &gtu, must have had existed before the adoption of
the palace system, most probably during the Early Mycenaean period.

Archaeological records of the Early Mycenaean period point to small
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polities governed by residences of the “acropolis type™ They were situated
on the top or upper slope of hills commanding over the surrounding areas.
Some of them were fortified. These residences cannot be called palaces. The
adequate Greek term is perhaps péiabpoy. Ostentatious tombs in the neigh-
bourhood are generally accepted as the funerary monuments of rulers. Since
their numbers generally is two or three, it is assumed that the political struc-
ture was oligarchic, characterized by elites or ruling families who competed
for political power. The most spectacular testimony to this period is provided
by the Shaft-Graves at Mycenae. The title of the Early Mycenaean aristocrats
may well have been Gagtielg, and the name of the political structures may
have been wéhic.

However, when the Mycenaean palace states emerged, the Early Myc-
enaean organisations were displaced or pushed aside into a marginal position.
It was only after the collapse of the palace system that the earlier structures
re-emerged in the 12" century BC, and from then onwards remained essential

for the development of Greek political life.
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