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netd xhayyiic Tmravron dyotor yiivee 1 xalhomifovv Eavtovg (Pieg 1) govirdmre-
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BiBfAroyoaqgia Asmrousoéorepov éxtidevrar 1 tdv Gvacrapdv eig
ta dmuootevpata Thera 11 (1968), Thera V (1971) »ai 10 6covoinw &xdidoue-
vov Thera VI (1972). *Agowwavoc év Ovoq: Athens Annals of Archaeology
II (1969) 0. 374. Muxnvaine evonuata &v ABdy uera mhovoiag Biprioyoagiog
ztepl avtog cuvapols Cntiuatog: S. Stucchi, Prime Tracce tardo-Minoiche
a Cirene I Rapporti della Libya con il monto Egeo, &v Quaderni di
Archeologia Della Libia N. 5 (1966).

SUMMARY

A brief description of the ruins of the Minoan town excavated in
Thera (Santorin) and quite especially of the West House is given first.
Then follows the description of the frescoes found in this last house.
The curious symbol named «banner» in the last year’s annual report is
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proved now to be the captain’®s cabin on the stern of his ship. It was
painted eight times, thus covering all four walls of Room 4.

The main frescoes, however, decorated Room 5. They are two
fishers and the already famous Miniature fresco in the form of a frieze
running along three and possibly all four walls. The parts preserved
belong to the North, East and South wall; their description runs as follows.

North wall. A steep hill on the shore. People on its summit
and other persons climbing the precipices right and left. It’s difficult
to explain the scene. Shipwreckers in the sea and a settlement on the
mountainous background.

East wall. Subtropical landscape. Hilly desert and a stream.
Palm trees and other plants along the banks; Birds and animals and a
huge flying griffin enliven the landscape.

South wall. Firsta town, then the fleet of seven big warships,
then a last town, to which the fleet seems to be arriving. Minor ships
and boats on sea, people gathering or handling in the towns. A lion pur-
sues a herd of deers in the mountains over the second town. About twenty
ships have been preserved and more than eighty persons appear on the
preserved part of the miniature fresco. It seems clear that the scenes are
developing somewhere in Libya and the towns or settlements represented
may be all Libyan. Many problems arise for further discussion. It may
be that this historical episode, dated c. 1520-1500 B.C., being thus
parallel to the famous expedition of Hatsepsut in the Land of Punt, mir-
rors later traditions of the Greek saga. Indeed, the legend of Danaos and
the legend of the Argonauts in Libya seem to be the results of intime
connections between Libya and the Aegean, as we see upon our fresco.



