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SUMMARY

The greenhouse phenomenon examined under the lighc
of geological criteria.

There is strong anxiety about a continuous increasing concentration of
CO, in the Earth’s atmosphere due to human activities. This may result in
anincrease of the mean temperature of the Earth with disarstrous consequences

In the present work the enormous accumulation ol carbon on and close
to the surface of the Earth is noted and discussed. The impressive excess of
this element is attributed to an outflow from the interior of the Earth, reaching
the atmosphere in the form of CO,. There, a geochemical cycle of carbon is
operating to bring back this element through the biomass process on one
hand and a dissolution-precipitation process on the other hand as clearly
indicated on Fig. 3.

Substantial direct and indirect indications provide evidence that the said
outflow although variable and unmeasured is very important. However, the
capicity of the geochemical cycle of the carbon through which is regulated
the concentration of the CO, in the atmosphere appears to be such as to deal
easily with this variable and important outflow resulting in a relative stability
of the Earth’s mean temperature.

The quantities of CO, outpoured into the Earth’s atmosphere by the
industrial activity as calculated and discussed here seem relatively small and
unable to bring about serious disturbances affecting the above stability.



