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IATPIKH.— "Emdpacsels T®MV TOPUTETAREVOV GTUCHOYOVOVY EMANTTIKOY Kpicewv
6T( KIvnTIka KotTape tod votiaiov pueked, nd Zadpov Lxapmalélov -
Magiérrag *Ioidweidov*, S ol *Axadnuaixed %. Zmbpov Sxapmarélov.

"Eyovpe thv Tiun v mapovsiacovpe othv Axadnuin té mopiopata e
gpeuvaig otV Topén g EmAndlag, widg Epeuvag, 1 6mota, Eexwvdvrag &mO YVOGTH
vl TapaThenoy, otnelylnxe ot ik Smébeay, mod Siatumdoupe TEdg Eppnveiay
adTob ToU veupohoywxol @owvouévo.

‘H xhwvien mopatienon elvan 7 LeToxpLTind TapdAucy), oL ETEpYETAL (LETA
TUPATETAPEVEG E0TLANES EMANTITIXES XploELS OTAGUEGY OF L& TEPLOY) TOU GAUATOG.
“Otav 7 émimmroyévos Eotio vromiletar o) xvyTind) yWpa ToD QAotol Tob Evog
Eynepahxnod Nuiopatplo, Téte ol omasuol xatd Th xplon ExAdovrat 6ThY dvticToL-
A1 TEPLOY N — TPOGWTO, &ve 7 X&Tw &xpo — Tob GvriBéTou NuLpoptov Tol cmpaToC.

“Orav of Eomiaxts adtic xptoeic mapateivovrar 3 elvar GANETEAANAEG Xal GU-
yvég éml pmopd SkoTnua, TéTE 7 xataoTaon adTh anotehel T6 Status Epilepticus,
odppove pE tov elvéde xabiepwpévo harivixd Bpo.

‘H 8\ émammriny Spactnprétng, mod mupodoteltar &md tHv Eotia Tob xuwvy-
Tixob photod, Studpupatilerar péon otdv Eyxépuro. O Bronrextpixds éxgpoptioelg
and v Emnmroyéve Eotia @Bavouv oTd nivnTiXd ®OTTopx ToD veTiaiov puehod,
T ool amhéde matpvouy THv dvtorh) ol Thv SwBiBalovv orods nic. "Etol mpoxa-
Aolvtar ol emasuol 6TIv dvtioTouyy wepLoyh Tob cwuatoc. To pavbuevo Tig pere-
rprtixiic TapaAdoewg Oewpeitar clte G¢ dmotéhecpa EEavthfioEws TEHY RWVNTIRDY
®UTTAPWY T0D Eyrepahinol Qrolol xaTémy TEY TapaTETHUEVMY Xal GUYVEY EXPop-
tlozwv, eite O¢ pia dvepyntind TopépBacy MLy xuUXAGUETOY TOD EyxEpdlov, TToL
aoxobv dvastedtiny dpacy. Ilavtwe 6 pouvdpevo adtic Thg dEaviinsewe ¥ dva-
oToATc amodidetar 6f xabapdic Eyxepahixes Siepyastieg [1].

*Euetc oxepbixaue unmog oth metaxpltind] TepdAucy) GUUEETEXOLY GANOLO-
cerg avaotpédipeg, wod mabaivouy Ta wvyTivd wiTTaex Tol vatiaiouw puehol kotd
tic mapateTapéveg adtic dmilnmTingg xploetc.

Ipdg Eneyyov adriic tig dmoléoewe ativ kol mposeyyicupe t6 Oéua i e
680D TG TeLpApATIXTG VELPOQUGLOAOYLXG.

Z& gravethnuuévar TELpAUAT GE YATH, LETR ATOXFALYY THG XWYTIKTG TEQLO-

YN Tob @Aolol Stk xpavioTopiug, TEoxaAoUyTo pE NhexTpixd pebua EoTionds EmiAn-

*S. SCARPALEZOS AND M. R. ISSIDORIDES, Effects of prolonged convulsive epileptic seizures
on spinal motor neurons.
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nTiEg xploelg 670 Tpdabio # ©o dmicbio dxpo, Gvarbyws Tol onuciov pebiouo’ Tob
pAotol. Meta &A\hote dAAo ypovixd SudkoTnua xatémavay of oTacwol, Taek T Guvé-
~ 3 ~ 3 ~ \ \ bA b 14 F 2 3 y ;) X \
xon 7ol Mhextpinol Epeliopol, xal To dxpo Epeve mapdhuto Emi dpxeta Aemra
A \ 1 4 ~ 3 ~ 3 " 3 3 ! 4 \
UETQ TV RATATAVON TGV NAEXTOIXGY Exxevacewy. Avamaphydn dnhadl) meipapa-
TIX® TO XKAWVIXD QoLvbLEve.

AN ta 68w adtd Tepduata GmAGs wig Edetfav 6T ot meipapatélwa
ebnoha mpoxaheltar petaxpiTixd) mapdhuen, d¢v pmopoloay buwe va dmoteréoouy
70 RATEANNAO  TpbTUTO, TO XaTdAMGAO povTélo, TAve aTd 6molo B wmopoloe xa-
velg va pyaabel yid pedéty tig dvriotouyng émhndiag Tol dvBpdmov. Sxenréuacte

\ A A /4 ! 4 \ \ 3 ~ 3 ’ \
V& TROYWENCOVUE OE ypdvia Tetpdporta. Anhadl ve dueureuloly Hhextpédin 6Td

4 A £ ~ 5 o~ o M 2% | e 2 9. ~
npavio peta Srkvorln wixpdv omdv, dote va elvon Suvarh) 1 medulnon EmihmTinGy
nploswv xata ouyva Swothuate Eml paxpd ypévo [2], Smwg cupBaiver oThV
emandia tol dvlpdmon, xal &v cuveysia va Ouoiaslolv & mepaparélwa %ol vo
etetaclolv ue lotoynuixes puebédove, 4o’ Evdg piv 6 éyxépadog, &9’ étépov 8t Ta
npbotha xéputa ol vorTiatov puerol, cuyxprting Tol AuLpopiou THg wAsvpds TGV
~ \ 4 \ \ b A e 14 \ F { o \ /

omacu@dv o oyéon Tpdg TO &AAo Mupmdplo. Adv mpoywenoape Bpreg oth dsbrepy
adTy) Qaoy, yutl Sbo yeyovéra Eotpedav iy Epeuva &TO TO TEXVNTO TELpHUATINS
nedio ot avlpdmivo vexpotopixd Shxd. Adté, mod EmlnTodoaus va metdyovue Te-
AT ot Terpapatélon, 1 tdie N gben, IMAady of vosoydbveg cuvbiixec tig Lwiic,
énépepay of avbpdmous, mpoxahdvrtag GAAemdAMAes EoTiaxdc xploeig xal TeAxd:
Status epilepticus, mwob 68Mynce atd Odvarto.

avrag bpwe t6 mepapatind otddio Tig Epeuvag %ol yevixdrepa 7 Eup.ovy
Bewpnrixy évacydinen wé v Omébean tig évdeyopévg dvtomicews Tév Hmeubivey
GANOLODGEGY GT& XIYNTIXE kOTTopX ToD VeTLaou puehod ouvetéhesuy atiy aitomoinem
7ol &vlpdhmivoy vexpoToptxed OALxoD.

To mpdito yeyovde elvar 7 voonheto o1i) Nevporoyiwy Ky 1ol Alywnreiov
Noocoxopstiov dobevolc Hhuxiag 17 26, pE mvevpatied xabvotéponon amd mardiny
éyxeparomadeia, 6 6molog elye mapovsidaer med EEapfvou GAAemdAANheg EoTiandg
gmdmmrines xploeg debu &mi dpxerds Nuépes xal perd 1 1/2 phva Buotes xploeig
xal Status epilepticus. Metd mpocwpwvyy Staxomy év xplocwy, dupdvios dx véou
Status epilepticus éotiaxd, adty 9 @opx Buwg dpLoTEpd.

Ot xplozig Htav ddudxomes, f ouveldnon Emoxotiopéyn ®al 1 xatdotosy adti),
avgouctovpévy, cuveytldtay ywpic v otapatd pd Ty &vdopréPio Eyyvoy Diazepam
%l TGV EAwV eldidy Qupudrey olte xal Ut THY yevird) Viereaen, wod Eywe otd
"Avanvevotind Kévrpo thc Twmplag.

Tehxa 6 dobeviig mébave 2 pives petd v vapln tod Tedevtaion Status.
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Katémv tig clduniis otpogiic T7c mposoyic tag mpds ToLg TEPLOERLROVE XLvY)-
Ti%oVg vevpdves, dlnthln oth vexpodia N dpaipeon &y pévo Tol Eyxepdiov, AR
%ol 100 voTiaiov puehob.

Td debrepo yeyovdg elvar 7 cuhhoyd) vexpotopinold VAol amo to Epyactipto

N £ €

Nevporaforoyiag tig Salpétriere tév IMupiolowv, t6 dmotov Emioxepbixaps xal ol
3ho avaxowvolvreg sidind yu' adTov OV oxomb. TATO TO TEpAGTIO DALXO LOVLLOTIOLY)-
pévev Eyxepaiwy EMANTTIRGY, TOL SlTNpolvial 6TH GLAAOYY VELPOAOYLXOD ve-
%poToWLx0D VALx0D, EmAéEape Tl TepLTTOGEL, TTOL GTO LGTOPLXO AVEQEPOVTO EoTLo-
%&¢ xploelg xal wpd Tob Oavdrov Status epilepticus xal otd povipomoiuévo xevrpt-
\ \ A \ \ A 3 g e ~ \ € ~ ’ /
%0 veupixd oot pall pe Tov Eyxépado Omipye xal 6 veTialog pushdc. Xdptg
otiy edyev] dudbeon TGV YIAAwY ouvadéhpwy pic mapuywehlnray medg perérny
\ 3 A ¢ ’ ~ b 7’ £ 7 3 A \
oto Epyasthpiov ‘Iotoynuetog tod Alywnreiov Nocoxopeiov tepdyta amd Todv
3 L A \ \ ~ ’ 9, A ! 2 v ~ b A
P00 TOD Eyxepddon xal TO voTialo wuekd, sl ta Erinedu Evveupmoeme THY dxpwy,
3> \ A A
amd 9 cuvohxd mepLTTAGCELS.

2Ty TRdTUTTY) TEPITTWGN (oG KT TV LGTOYNWIRT UEAETN TV THQAGKEVH -
opdrey [3], and modha Emimeda 7ol vwTiaiov puehod, dmoxahdelnray Telelwg
StopopeTinol THTOL KAAOLMGEL GTX WVNTIKE ®DTTape Tob OckLob MuLpopiov o
oly%pLeY TEdG TOD &ELeTEPOD.

2o 3eEd fepdpto, mod dvtioToryel 671 wAsupa Tob TaAwtol Eotiaxol Sta-
tus epilepticus, &vé ol mepioabrepor vevpdiives elvat Quatohayixol, StamieTmOnroy
ot pepud xvnTika xortapn (1 Ewg 2 xata dmtind medto): Exxevrpyn Béon Tob wupT-
vog, pelwen eV copatiov tob Nissl xal xuplwe Eva mapdfevo gaivbpevo yie Todg

-~ 3 A %) { g 4 !
vevpdveg adTodg. “Ymapln woxxiev pehavivie.
Teo puotoroyind nvnTins xbTTape Tob voTidiov pueded, nwg EAAweTe xal
?
700 @hotol, elvar yohwepyixd. Anrady Epouv ©g vevpopetafifucty oTig cuvddetg
Tovg THY dxetuhyohtvy [4]. *AvtiOétwc M Omopln xoxxtwy peravivng yapoxtnpile:
T RoTEQOAXLIVIXG XOTToPa, adTd dnAady Tod ypnoipomorolv g vevpouetafi-
\ 4 7 ol ! A ) \ e A
Baoty xareyohrapiveg, vopadpevahivny % vromapivy [5], wittapae mod d&v Hmapyouv
ota wpbobia xépata ol N.M.
K \ - $14 ’ 4 b ] \ - £, \ 3 ~ b8 \
ol 3¢ Zplovue TMpa oTO APLETEPO TMLUOPLO, TTOL GVTLGTOLYEL GTHV WAL
7ol Tedevtalov powpatov Status epilepticus. AramiotdOnnay 68 mworhods xwvnTixode
14 . 2 A ’ \ 4 A A A
vevpdives: Meyddyn didpetpog mupnvioron, wixpd péyeog xuttapwy, wixpol daperpol
nopfivog xal dkyvto RNA otdv muphive xal 6 xvrtapbmhacpa. Ol dAhoidoets
adTég Omodeixviouy petafolind) UmepdpacTneLdTyTo TOU %wvnTixol vevp@dvog pe-
T T pacy EavtMicewg yid va dvamhdos: t RNA xal Tl mpwrelveg, mod Eo-

8,_' - \ AJ 3 A A 2) b \ 2\ A e J ',0
ehTnray %atd TOVG FOLEHOTOVS GTAGULOVG. adTn T Qoo vrapyst cuvibog
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Asttoupyiy, ExmTwey, 6Twg elvar YVwoTd amd mewpapatixés dpyacieg [6].
Awaxptvovpe Emopévog ot wvnTixe., ¥OTTHon dVo THmoUg dMAotdoswy: lov
7OV TOTO TEY TahAlGY GAAOLOGEWY, TOL ToEATNEoUVTAL 6TO HuLpbpLo Tob veoTiaiov
uvehol, 6to Omolov elyoy madoet &mwd xatpd ol Oueddddeig Emiinmrings éxgopticels
®ol 20V TOV TUTTO TEV TPOGPATMY GAAOLOGEWY, TTOD SLATLETOUVTOL GTO JANO TuLELe-
pLo, 6TV Thevpa ToL Omolov T fotiaxd Status Epilepticus SiarnenOnxe péyper
7ob Oavdrou.
- A- 8 ~ /. \ 4 b \ \ € \ / ~ L. ~ \
Ac Solpe tdpa o Toplopate amwd THY ioToynmixh weAétn tolb OAixol, wod
udc dretélyn dmo v Salpétriere: 7 mepimrtdiosts, otodg bmotoug 6 Odvatog Eminle
ot yevixolb TOmov Status Epilepticus xal 2 nepimr®oseig ut Erepbmicvpes Emihnmrt-
#&c xploelg, aMx ywpls va avagpépetar Status. Xty ple pdhora €€ adrdv of xpi-
k¢ ’ b b4 ¥, e 4 ’ \ € 14 L ¢
oeig elyav otapatnos. mpds 1 #roue. Eivar #) pévn mepintwo, oty 6ol 7 icTo-
\ ’ i / A\ . 4 \ A ’ 3 \ \
rph) peréty dmédebe guotohoyixd votixio puehd. Duoiks of xappla dmd Tic
nepintoelg thg Salpétriere 3&v dvagépetar Eotiand Status wpdre dmd ThHY pic
\ o 3 \ A pA % ol ’ o 3. / »
%ol Gotepo dmd Ty dAAN TAsvpd Tol cmPaTog, 6TME 6TOV Sixd pag dppwaro.
Te mopiopata i loToynuixfic weAétng ot GlyYxpLom TEds Ta xAwixd dedopé-
v, THY &vTémiey), TOV Ype6ve ol THV Stdpxeld TEOV EMANTTIXRGY QuUIVOLEVLY, GTO
ouvohixd HAxd pag, pic Emtpémouy v Sueypddovpe g EETg Tig Sradoyixnée pdoeis
TGV GANOLBGEWY 6T wNTIXG XOTTOPN TOD VeTLHio wuehod, Tig 6moles HeloTavrar
and Tic xatappouxtddels Bronentpixdc Eyxepaiikds ExqopTicets.
lov. Zrtd dpyd otadio 7 OmepBolixdy SpacTnplétng TEY VELEKGY adTGY
#TThpwy Emipépet Opuupatiowd TAV cwpationv tob Nissl, drocdviesy dnhady 6y
mohuptBocnudTmy, E50ldnam Ayw adbficews The doumTInTs TEcEmS Xal TROOSEVTIXT
petwon Tod RNA, péypr Eavtiicens t6v dmobepdrwy, 6mhte Tader va Enpoptiletar
70 wdTTapo. Térorou Thmov dAhordioerg Bpélnxav xal otic Tpelc bEelec mepimrTmoeLs,
\ {1 2 3 A £ 4 ~ Z 4 < 4 \
7o f ouvbhy EminmTiny xatdotacn uéyel Tob Oavdrov dinpxcee 7 Huépeg oTOY
mpdTo, 6 fuépec otdv dedtepo xal 24 Gpeg oTdv Tpito debevd.
20v. "Orav éméNber avacToly) THe vevpopuatohoyixis dpacTneLéTNTOS, Yo7 -
vopar cuvtifetar véo RNA otdv mupfiva %ol cuocmpedetal 610 XUTTREOTAXGUX Xl
Tig dmopuddes. Elvar 10 otddio tig perafohiniic dmepdpactnolbtntog xal Acttovp-
Yieiic dxbun dvastoriic [6], mod dmotumdfnxe otic mpbopates, Enwe cidaue, dA-
~ 2
roLdeetg THe mpbTuTg Tmepimthaems pag. Ilpbopateg, dMA& dmd 2unvov Egeloao-
ueveg FMOLMGELS.
Of arormoeig T@V Vo adtdv otadtwy clval avactpédipes, 6mwg amodetnvie-
Tl xol Gwd THY TPAOTN pag TEPITTMOY).

3ov. "Otav of Swxdoyxts adteg Satapayss éx tob PowPaupdiopeld TV xivn-
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TIX@Y XUTTEPWY ToD voTiobou puehod amod Tic Eyxepahinds ExpopTicels Emavahau -
vovTor GUYVE %ol Tl Lapd SLAoTU, TOTE paiveTar GTL GLYX-GLYd [LETATAAGGOVTOLL
OpLopévar XOTTOPX GO YOMVEQYIXE GE KATEYOAXULLVIXG.

2ty Sppmveta adth xataAEape Gmo TV dmoxdAuy, pé TV €QupuoYh 6TO
A6 pog eldwdy pelédwv olopiopol, xwnTindy vevpdvmy pe Simhl ToawTOTYTA.
Ta Srovmborara adte wiTTopa Sratneolv THv poppoloyia TGV YOAVERYIXEY XVTTA-
pwY %al cUYYEOVELS TapousLAlouy FYRAELGTH GQULELAY YUPUATNPLOTING KOUTEYONKLL-
vix@v xuttapmy (7, 8). "Av ol dAhoidicelg oo Eppappddita adto wdTTHpR clvor
avotabipes 9 GyL, OV LTOPODUE V& GUULTEQAVOLUE &TTd T& GTOLYEle TEV TELBY Tept-
TTOGEWY, GTlG 6Toleg Tig SLATLOTOOHYE.

bov. Tehnd, dvevpionovrar ot dprouéva xhTTapo xoxxie weravivg, 8mwe %37
avapépape, 1 6ol pehavivy cuvLeTd TO TeEAXd TEotdY ToD petaBoAiiopol TAY xute-
yoropwvdy. O dhhordeerg adtes mpogavég 3&v civa dvasteédrpes, yLatl SlamioTm-
Onxay oth pév mpbrumy TEpinTWEY g oTHY TheVpd, GTHY 6oty lyay TUdGEL &TTd
ap%eTd Ypbvo of éoTiaxts xplocig, ot dbo 8¢ &md Tic hoimis mepimTdoEls VO 6TO
Evor RuLpbpLo, oL AvVTLGTOLYEL 6Tl Tohouids EoTioxds EmAnTTIEG Xploelg.

Téso of mpbogarteg, oo xal ol mahuidtepes xVTTHPLIREG GANOLMGELG, TTOL Stat-
metdbnray otig 10 mepimrdoeig Eminlag, yid wpdTN Popk TepLypdpovTal, 560
LToPOBPE VO GupTTEpdvoLRE GTd Tic paxpds xal émipoveg avalnTHcElS pag OTiE TTY-
Y& e dielvole BiBhoypxploc.

Oi d\hodoerg Tob TpcTov %ol deutépou TUTOL d&v Eyouv TEPLYPAPEL 6TO VK-
Tiolo puedd EmANTTIRGY, lvar Buec Yvwotég amd mepapatind dedopéva ot {da,
ot dmola mpoxhnOyxe HepBohxd wuind) xémwon péyper mAfpous Eavtifeews [6].

Znpavtinétepo Guwg elvor TO yeyovds 8TL ol moAaibtepes GANOLOGELG, TEOL
yopaxtnptlovrar &md Ty dvoumdoTaty TALTOTNTH T THV YNUIXY HETATAXGIX Veu-
PUVOY GTO yoAvVERYIXO G xaTeyohautvikd TOTO, Gy pévov dEv Eyouv Teprypupel
otov &bpwmo, dM& olite xal of mepapatélon &v {of, xdtw arnd v énidpacy
EmovoATTIXGY oTaGpoyovey Epclioudy. Térowa petamhacio Eye. meprypapel dmd
vevpofioréyous Tob Harvard wévo of mepapatind Emimedo in vitro Hmod cuvbijres
boyavoxahhiepyelug, Mg buwe of cupmalnring yayyhie Empdoy veoyvixifig Nh-
wlog, mod mavahnmrinol fhextpixol épelicpol xuTTdowY YoMvEPYIXOD TUTOL pel®-
vouv xal Eapavilovy Tk Emimeda dueTuAyohivig %ol Emdyouy THV oldvleon xateyo-
hopvév [9].

T edphpard wag adTd T6GY THAAOTEQWY GAAOLMOGEWY EYOUY UEYHAY GNuacie
nol OewpyTind, yiatl Smodetxvdouy bti, L wévov dwpx, 6t xatdrepr OndacTind,

¢ Y 14
aMhe %ol ot Sepopomornuéva vevprd xHTTEER, 6TOV 3o Tov dvBpwmo, Suvardy,
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#4Te Gmo Ty Emidpacyn Emavahnmrindv Epebiopdv, va Eugavicouy mAacTixéTYTX
%ol T SuvardTnTa v dANGEouy TowTdTTe wE THY I8 vopoTédela, mobd Exet Sromi-
otwlel 610 metpaparind Entmedo [9].

Tererdvovtog iy dvaxoivewoy poag Emetpépovpe otod leitmotiv g 6Ang we-
’ a \ ’ o = ’ 5
Mg Zn onédy b1L M) petaxpltind Tapdhuey otov dvlpwmo, Tob Enépyetal botepn
3 \ 4 L9 3 \ ! \ k2 3 \ 3 /
amd mapateTapéves eotioxds EmiAmmTinés xploeig, d&v elvar dmoxheioTind &motéle-

3 ~ ~ 3 ’ AN > ~ o ~ ’
opo Eyrepahindy depyusity EEavtincewg 7 avaoTtodig, dmwe Dewpeitar chuspe,
Mo 8t 0% ouppetéyouy dAhormaelg oth émimedo Tol vertiaiov puedod. Ta mopt-
opate THe dpeuvnTiniic pag adthc Epyasiug Sukaldvouy TRV deyixh L8, wob dme-
Téheoe TNV 63nyd TapdoTacy ®al TO Evauoua Yo TV avalnTnen TGV IAAOLDGEWY
oté mpbolie xépata Tob vertiaiov puehol.

Téhog, Ox mpémer va Tovielel 811, &ntdg &md T véa oTouyela, mwod elodyet 7
gpyaoia adrth, Gprouéva moplopatd TNe mapaxvolv yik oxédels ydpw dmd mbavs

Bepamevtingg 7 mpohnmTindg TpooeyyloeLc.

SUMMARY

The present study in epilepsy originated from a working hypothesis
which we formulated in an attempt to explain the mechanism of postictal
paralysis, a clinical phenomenon which may appear in a member of the body
after prolonged Jacksonian seizures. Although postictal paralysis is attribut-
ed to purely cerebral processes its pathogenetic mechanism has not been elu-
cidated. The hypothesis which constitutes the basis of this study proposes
the participation in the evolution of this phenomenon of reversible cellular
alterations of motor neurons, at the level of the spinal cord, resulting from the
prolonged afferent impulses during seizures. In order to test this hypothesis
we originally approached the problem by way of experimental neurophysio-
logy in the cat. We soon, however, oriented our research to man after securing
valuable postmortem material from several cases of epilepsy.

The first thoroughly studied case is of a patient of the Neurology Clinic
of the University of Athens, which initially presented with Jacksonian sei-
zures of the right arm with status epilepticus and, later, presented with sta-
tus epilepticus on the left side which finally resulted in death. The spinal mo-
tor neurons in the postmortem material were actually found to display alter-
ed morphology and histochemistry, differing, however, on the two sides of
the spinal cord. On the left side, the side of recent seizures, most neurons
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showed the characteristics of «functionally exchausted» cells, 1.e. reduced size
of cell body and nucleus, enlarged nucleolus and a high concentration of
nuclear and cytoplasmic RNA indicative of increased metabolic activity for
protein synthesis, as this is observed in spinal motor neurons of experimental
animals subjected to extreme motor fatigue. It is held that as long as this
metabolic condition persists the neurons are unable to fire. On the other hand,
the right side of the spinal cord, the side of the original past seizures, displayed
normal motor neurons with large clear nuclei and RNA in compact Nissl
bodies distibuted in a clear cytoplasm. Unexpectedly, that side displayed
also one or two neurons per section containing neuromelanin and possessing
the morphology of typical catecholamine cells, i.e. scant Nissl bodies and an
ovoid excentric nucleus. A preliminary survey of the spinal cords of 9 more
cases of epilepsy, with varying case histories, but none with successive bila-
teral seizures, confirmed the occurance of melanized neurons on the side of
past epileptic seizures as well as the reversibility of the acute morphological
and histochemical alterations of spinal motor neurons after the permanent
interruption of seizure activity.

Our findings reveal that prolonged focal seizures induce in spinal motor
neurons metabolic changes that imply arrested firing of these units. Such an
event is compatible with a temporary paralysis of a member, since the meta-
bolic changes were found to be reversible. Hence, our original hypothesis of
spinal cord involvement in postictal paralysis appears to derive support from
this study. The novel finding, with considerable theoretical significance, is
the presence in epilepsy of spinal cord neurons with a catecholaminergic phe-
notype on the side of the cord subjected in the past to prolonged afferent vol-
leys of impulses. In view of recent in vitro experiments on neuronal plasti-
city we tentatively interpret this finding as evidence of a change of pheno-
type — from cholinergic to catecholaminergic — due to the prolonged tran-
synaptic modulation of neurotransmitter synthesis, as this is known to occur
experimentally in neonatal neurons of the rat. The importance of this finding
in epilepsy lies in its “suggestion” that plasticity may not be confined to im-
mature neurons, but may be a property reappearing in some cases in adult
neurons in man.
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