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solution containing 20y quinine sulfate in 100 ml N/10 H,SO, is taken as
standard itensity 100.

The average fluorescence was 61 for the 1956-57 and 8o for the
1957 - 58 crop with the following limits 40-82 and 24-136 (Confindence
limits for g6%). The fluorescece of the refined oils in all cases was greater
than 200. When the oil begins to deteriorate both fluorescence and light
absorption at 233 mp and 270my increase.

The fluorescence decreases when the peroxide number of the oil be-
comes greater than roo. The reduction of the oxidized oil by SnCl; re-
creases the fluorescence.
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SUMMARY

Contemporary Greek presents the peculiarity that, though it contains
the sounds b, d and g (hard, as in Grammar), it, nevertheless, lacks special
symbols (letters) to render these particular sounds in the written word.
Actually, in modern Greek texts, the sound b is rendered by the coupled
consonants pw, the sound d by the coupled consonants vt and the hard
sound g by the coupled consonants yx. Thus, contemporary Greeks write
prapmde (‘daddy’) and pronounce it babdds, they write vrapa (‘queen’ in card-
playing) and pronounce it dima, they write yx&{. (gas) and pronounce it gézz.

And, as long as these sounds are non-nasal ones, this way of render-
ing them in the written language is not too bad. But, the ‘koine’, the
commonly spoken language of modern Greeks, contains also the nasal
counterparts of these sounds, that is the sounds b, d and g (hard) phoneti-
cally preceded by an p (m) or an v (n) pronounced mb (émboros=merchant),
nd (dndras=man) and ng (anghistri=hook). These nasal sounds, however,
are also rendered by the same combination of symbols as that used for
their non nasal counterparts, say ux for mb, vt for nd and yx for ng. In
these circumstances, people began to disregard the distinction between the
nasal and the non-nasal pronunciation, and to pronounce the nasal sounds
as non-nasal ones. Thus, émboros is now mostly pronounced éboros, andras
is pronounced ddras, anghistri is pronounced aghistr: etc.

In the opinion of the author, this mis-pronunciation, which used to
be a local idiom in northern Greece, in Crete and in certain Greek islands,
and which now tends to conquer the ‘koine’, the commonly spoken modern
Greek language, should be attributed to the tremendous expansion of ra-
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dio. Ill-trained radio announcers more often than not, use the wrong pro-
nunciation for these sounds. One Sunday, the author listened to the
broadcasts of the different Radio Stations of Athens and noted down the
principal phonetical solecisms he happened to hear. To begin with, the
announcer informed radio listeners that they were listening to an ‘ekpobf’
instead of an ‘ekpombi’ (éxmouwh =broadcast). After that, in a broadcast on
a political subject, the speaker mentioned a ‘syghédrossis’ instead of ‘syn-
ghéndrossis’ (suyxévrowoic=gathering) and then he spoke of the ‘kédron’
instead of the ‘kéndron’ (xévtpov=centre). In a lecture on some religious
subject, the speaker referred to the ‘syban’ (séumav=universe). An econo-
mist spoke of a ‘sydelestis’ instead of a ‘syndelestis’ (cuvrelesthe=—coeffici-
ent) adding the double barbarism ‘saradapéde’ instead of ‘sarandapénde’
(cxpavramévre=fortyfive). There followed the description of a football
match, where there was question of a ‘synddissis’ instead of ‘synandissis’
(suvdvrnme=encounter) and reference was made to the ‘adipalos’ instead of
‘andipalos’ (avtimadoc=opponent). Finally, the broadcast of a musical show
included such barbarisms as ‘agalid’ instead of ‘angalid’ (dyxelx =hug, em-
brace), fegari’ instead of ‘fengari’ (peyydpr=moon) a.o.

As a remedy of the situation, the author proposes the adoption of
conventional symbols to represent the nasal and non-nasal sounds b d and
g (hard) in the written language of modern Greeks. Thus:

a) The non nasal sound b will be written with a double 3. Exam-
ple: 66BBx (stove). This word will then be correctly pronounced ‘séba’ and
not ‘sémba’. On the other hand, the nasal sound mb will be written wpBp.
Example: KoupBfi (button). This word will be correctly pronounced
‘koombi’ and not ‘koobi’.

b) The non-nasal sound d will be written with a double <. Example:
gttio (goodbye). This word will then be correctly pronounced ‘addio’ and
not ‘anddio’. On the other hand, the nasal sound nd will be written vtr.
Example: dvtroae (man). This word will be correctly pronounced ‘4ndras’
and not ‘ddras’.

¢) The non-nasal sound g (hard) will be written with a double yy.
Example : TwuyyoshaBia (Yugoslavia). This word will be correctly pronoun-
ced ‘Yugoslavia’ and not ‘Yungoslavia’. On the other hand, the nasal sound
ng will be written vyy. Example : gevyydor (moon). This word will be cor-
rectly pronounced ‘fengari’ and not ‘fegdri’.

The matter is not so simple as it sounds, because there will arise the
problem of the form of capital letters, and the question of the change of
the written form of words which, for historical reasons, are written with a
double BB (xpePBdri=bed) or with a double yy (¢yypxpov=document) or
with a double ©v (Attwh=Attica). The author takes these points into ac-
count and proposes appropriate solutions.
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Finally, the author expresses the hope that, if his proposal is accept-
ed by the Academy of Athens, and the use of the conventional symbols
recommended by him is admitted by the Greek Ministry of Education for
instruction in the country’s elementary schools, school children will get
used to reading the b, d and g (hard) nasal and non-nasal sounds correctly
and will, eventually, learn to speak correctly. And, what is most important,
these results will be achieved without burdening the language with extra
letters-symbols for the sounds in question, the introduction of which into
the written language would produce a visually unpleasant effect, and
would give rise to a costly upheaval in the type-setting machines of
Greek printers.
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