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nPOEAPIA OEMIZTOKAH AIANNEAIAH

IATPIKH. _ AoipwEy &md tov i6 g Amatitidag G, otolg dcleveig pe
petapéoyevon veppod: ‘Ioromaboloyia xai poptaxy Sidyvwon,
S Lo Boovidy, 1. Mrodéry, 1. Aedladévowa, A. Kworaxny, A. Xarlaxn,

To. A. Zxadxéa*, 3% 100 Axadnpaivod x. I'p. A. Tnokxéa.

Xobviee frarondderee moiihne aitiohoyine mapurneolvTal Guyve 6Tovg dobz-

> o) )
veig wod SmoPdAhovran o petapboyeusy veppol xal dmoteholv peilov altio voon-
pbrarag xal Bwmrémyrac(l, 2]. “Av xal otods dobevels adrods 7 hotuwdy dmd Tov Lo
¢ Hratindos C (HCV) drotedel ouyve aitia ypoviag Hmatiniig véoov, év TobTols
# ouotxy elo Tne mopapéver devxpiviatn [3]. Tobro bopethetor, &v péper TOUNL-
» puotnd) mopeta g mapapéver adieuxpiviotn [3]. Tolto oGgel , &v pépel &
e \ \ o L4 ! ~ /. : ) \ \ A \ L -
4L6TOY, GTO YeYovds 6Tt %) mioTomoiney THe howpdiews dnd tov HCOV ug iy avi-
= > A b4 3 ~ 3 o 3 ’ ’ \
(veuey GvTioepdTey Fvavt adtod (Gvri-HCV dvniebpata) xatéory Suvaty mpo-
codrwg [4]. " Emmiéoy, # onpacta tHe mapovsiag dvri-HCV dvricoudtay atov 6pd
Ty doleviv Sty Eyer Sieunpuiclel, Sibtt pmopsl vi Hmodnhdver dmodpapodon 7
vepyd Motuwbn ot dEeta %) ypovia pdon. 'Emmpdcleto mpbéBinua mpoxadoly T &vo-
GOXATACTANTIXG. Qdppoxa Tobd AapBdvovy ol petaposysvpévor dolevels, Ta Omoln
2 ’ \ ’ 3 n» A\ 3 TN X \ £ o~
ElatTdvouy TV PAeypovadn avtidpuon, pé dmotéheopa TH onpaviied) pelwon Tig
3 ! o~ ~ e ~ -~ ~
dEromiatiog TGV whacowdy fraTivdy Broymuixdy Seutdy [5, 6].

Erh yoex pag, 6 mpéBinua g owpwmlews pé HCOV elvan iSunitepa goBapo
dubrt, Thoo oTode abponabuipbuevovs Goo wal otovs dolleveig mob Eyovwy dmoBinfel

X 4 o~ € ’ ’ .~ 3 3 I
6t petapbdoyevcy veppol, ¥ cuyvétyta mapovsiag Oetiedv dvri-HCV avnicoparov

* GR. VOSNIDES, J. BOLETIS, J. DELLADETSIMA, A. KOSTAKIS, A. HATZAKIS, GR. D.
SKALKEAS, Hepatitis G virus infection in renal transplant patients: Histo-
pathology anp molecular diagnosis.
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elvan Oyl (35%, nal 26%, dvristolyme) ot oyéon ue o yevixd minbBuowé (19)[7].

Ot Aéyor adrol piig dbpoay oty Exmbwmon Tic mapolong perétne, % bmola
apopolioe dolevels pe petaudoycuon veppod, ol dmoiol elyay Betixd o dvricopa
Evavre 7o o 7Hg Aratitidug C. “H peréry Eywe pt oxond: 1) miv dbroréymen g
onpaciag ie mapovsiag dvri-HCV dvricwpdrov, 2) iy xtiunen g xhvixiic
aElag TGy loTohoywdy edpnudtwy tHg Broluag fmatog, xal 3) T4 Sepedvyon g
oyéoens Ty ehpnudtwy T Rt Brodias pd Tods dpohoyixods xal poptaxods

deintec 1ol HCV, xalde xal pé tode whasoivods Buoynuixods fmatinods Seixtes.

AXOENEIX KAI MEGOAOI

‘H perémn Eywve mpoommixa ot 40 3éxteg veppinol pocyebparos, of dmoiot elyav
Poelst xat” Emavddny dvri-HCV(4-) pg dvosoevluuind péBodo 2n¢ yewdc (Elisa-2,
Ortho Diagnostics) xal pe pébodo dvosoamoturduaros (Western Blot) p yphay
avacuvduacuévey avtiyévey 2ng yewdc (Riba-2, Chiron)[8]. Of mpoavapepbévreg
wpoadloptapol Eyway eig Simholv odppwva pé Tig 68nyics T Etanpeldy TapaoxeuTic
TV GyeTn®Y avTLdpucTplev.

“Ohot ol dobevels dmoPhnlnray ot Siadeppind Brodia fimatog. o Thv Talwvé-
unon T@v lotohoyxdy dilordeewy yenoipomorfinxay Td xpitipta Tob Eyouy mpo-
tafel and Siebvi) émizpomyy eldixdv maboroyouvardpwy [9].

Teelg amd tovg dobeveis dmondelobnuay dnd ) peréry Sibtt Beébmuav xal
HBsAg(+4). TV adté, ot weréry dvardovrar to dedopéva t6v Smohoimwy 37 &obe-
vév ol 6molor fray pévov avri-HCV(4). Ot dodeveic adrol, 26 &vdpeg xal 11 yu-
vaiixeg, dmofdhhovroy ot alpondbapoy melv 9 peranboysvoy émi 44431 (5-122)*
wijves xal gxohovlwg ol 28 é3éyOvoay puboyevpa drd mropaTind xal of 9 dnd Ldvra
d6t. Kara 76 ypbvo i Brodiag of doevels elyav Hhunio 40411 (20-61)* #ry xod
xpeatvivyy 6p0b 1.94-0.9(1-5)* mg/dl, 6 8¢ ypbvog mob elye pecorafioer dnd T
perapboyevon, fHrav 27 426(1-113)* pHvee. ‘“H dvosoxatastortiny Bepameto Hrav
ot 25 dobevels peburmpedvilorévn (MP), &labetomplvyy (AZA) ol xuxhoomopivy
(CsA), ot TMP xai CsA, xol 6 5 MP xal AZA.

“Odot o aobevelg dmoBdddhovrav 6 cuyvés, dva Taxtd ypovixd SacTApaT we-
TeNoels MY Bloyuxdy HTatindy Setdy (Toavoauvdess, dhxalinl] QOOPRTLGY),
YGT xal yohepubpivy), of 6moies Ozwphlnxay maboroyinds Erav xate T Sidkpxeta
70l egapnvou mplv amd T Prodia 6 péoog Bpog Sbo Swaoyxéy petpiocwy Evdg Tou-

Myrotov Ao Tobg deintes Hmepéfove THY GvddTEQEY QUGLOAOYLXY TLUY.

* Méon mwn + otalspd drdénhion (ebpog).
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Thy fpépa ie Prodlag EhapBdvero Selypa 6pob yid Tpoodiopiopd Tév dvrt-
swudtwy core-IgM &vavtt 1ol HCV (dvri-HCV core IgM) (Abbott Labs).

T1d 8o Selypa dpol Zyve 6 mpoadiopiopos Tob RNA ot HCV (HCV-RNA)
ut ™ wébodo Tig dvrioTpopre peTaypagic xal SimATg dAvcaldwTiig dvtidpasns mo-
Mpepdong (nested RT-PCR)[10]. ‘H &xydhey tod HCV-RNA ywétay amod 50 pl
dpob pé T uébodo Micro Probe Isoquick. Metd dmd thv éxydhon tol RNA, 7
oivbeon Tol cDNA ywéray pé ) yefon tuyaiev eauspdy O Exnvmrdy xal 7
dvridpaon émpaypatonoteito ot tehind &yxo 20 ul. ‘O molhamhaciacpodg ol HCV
cDNA ywétay pé Sumdi) PCR 6t 8bo otddux ypnorpomoidvrag 8do Lebyy éxxivy-
v (BEwTtepudy xal dowTepudv) dmd THY xohds Sttnpoduevn 5 dpetappasty
nepoy) Tob yovdidparos tob HCV.

Ot &uvntec mobd ypnorpomornByxay Arav:

"Exxwnrie 1A (5 GATGCACGGTCTACGAGACCT-3') nt-1/-21

» 2A (5" AACTACTGTCTTCACGCAGAA-3') nt-289/269
Exxwnrhe 1B (5 GGGCACTCGGAAGCACCCTAT-3') nt-25/-45

» 2B (5 GTGCAGCCTCCAGGACCCCC-3") nt-235/-217

Ta mpoibvra i PCR dvoiOnxav pt Hextpopbpnoy of dyapbln xal ypwon
ut Bewprodyo aibidio. ‘O mpocdiopiopds o xdbe Selypa Eywve Sbo popés. To amo-
reréopata Ebewpobvro Betixd # dpvnTina &rav xal ol So petprioels Hray cbppwves.
Ot werphoets dnavodapBdvovray Srav Hrav &oduewves. "Av Simotwvétay xal TdAL
dovpgwvia, 6 amotéhecpa Eyapuxtnoilero d¢ dmpocdibproto. ‘H edarslyoia t¥g
uef6Sou Beébnxe 2000 HCV-RNA évriypa/ml.

¢ 18 dobeveic Eyve mpoadiopiopdg tol yovorimov tol HCOV edupwve pe 73
10080 7ob Okamoto [11].

ATIOTEAEXMATA

‘H iotohoyuey) didyvwen otovg 37 avri-HCV(4-) dobevels avaypapetar otov
mivaxa 1. 2 10 (279%,) Swamiotddngray pi odoiddeig dhhotdoets, ot 3 (8%) Hmia

\ 3

dEcta Hmaritida xal oTode Smbhoimovs 24 dolevelc (65%,) ypovia fmatiey vésog. ‘H
budda TGy petapooycupévev pi ypovia Hmatied véso mepehduBave dolevels e
Endyroteg dMhotwaels (11 dob., 309%), pt ypovix Eupévousa/roBuaxy) Ararinda (6
&ob., 17%), wé xlppwon (2 d&ab., 5%), us ivomord Aratitida (3 dob., 8%) xal pe
omold yohootatind) Aratitida (2 4ef., 5%). *Emnpbobeta, ot 7 (19%) »al 3 (8%)
aclzvelc Ppélnre Arnwon xal oudfpwen dvricTorya.

‘H ovoyérion t6v Broynuixdy fmatiudy Seint®v YevidTepn xal TGV Tpuvex-
pwasdy eldixbrepa pi Ty iotomaboloyia Tol fimarog 8&v fray ixavomoryrind) (wi-

voxag 2). Adtd mpoxdmrTer &md 1O yeyovde 61l ot 7 (26%,) dobeveic ut mabodoyr-
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ITINAKAZX 1

‘Hraried) iotohoyia tév dvri- HCV (4) dobevidv pe petapboysuoy veppob

*ApBpog dobevév %
Xwplg 0doL®dels drhoLdoeLg 10 27
*Oelo Hroritido 3 8
Xpbdvia ratiny vécog
*Exdyroteg dAhoidoetg 14 30
Xpovia guuévovoa/rofLaxy frotitido 6 17
Kippwon 2 5
*Iverdne Aratitida 3 8
*Ivddne yohootatiny fratitide 2 5
Zbvoro 37 100

ITINAKAX 2

Broynuinol fatinol deinteg xal tpavoauvaces ot oyéon ut THy Hmatixy) ieToloyla

Buoynuixol fratixol Selxtes ALT/AST
IToBoroyixés Puororoyixsg IToBoroyinés Duotohoyirie

Xwplg odoLdderg GANOLOGELS 7 3 4 6
*Oeta RratiTido 2 1 2 1
Xpovia Moty véoog 18 6 15 9

27(713%)  10(27%)  21(57%)  16(43%)
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) ’

\ \ e \ ~ e e X e ’ 3 \ kA
%oUg Broynuixolds fraTivog delxTeg N NTaTiny) ioTohoyla fray ywols odotdddelg ah-
hotwoetg, eved ot 6 (609,) dolzvels pe guotohoyixode Seintes ot Brodie Hmearoc

’ 0 ¢ i
Beébnxe ypovie Nmarind vésoc. *Entone 9 and todg 16 &oleveig (56%) pé puototo-

A A 3 ! € A /4 3 ~ \ / 3 A \ A o
YIXEG TPAVGAUWVAGES elyay ypovia AmaTiky) vooo, &vd ot 4 amd Tovg 21 dobevelg
(19%) pe adénuévec tpavoapvdoes % loTohoywed eixdva frav ywels odorddelg
GAAOLOGELS.

To avri-HCV core IgM frav Betind ot 8 (22°,) dolevels. Zuyrexpipéva émpb-
xerto yue 1 amd Tovg 10 dolevels pd odorddeig dhhormaerg, 1 &md Tovg 3 ud dfeta
fmotitido kol 6 &mwd Tode 24 pé ypovie fmaTixy véoo.

To HCV-RNA BeéOnne otov 600 34 (929%,) dobevidv, oTole 6moloug meprhos-

P P 0 ) P
Bavovrow 9 dmd Todg 10 dolleveic ywplc 0daoLddelg dhhotdoets, 3 dmd Todg 3 pé d&etn
Aratitido xal 22 @nd Tovg 24 pé ypoviw fwatind) véco.
Of Broynpixol Aratixol Seinteg 6t cuvduacud pe 16 dvti-HCV core IgM (mi-
¢ tel
vaxas 3) % wé 0 HCV-RNA (wivezag 4) avricrolywe, 8&v cuvéfaddav ot3 Sud-
yvwor 1ol Tomov xul tHe Bapdtnrag e Nmaronaleiog.

‘H yovotumxy dvdduey tob ol émi 18 dolevédv €dcife dri umposwmobvror
8hec ol poppéc ANV 10l yovordmov V (mivaras 5).

/! 9. 1 \ 3 ~ \ ’ 3 \ 3 ’ X

Kavévag and tode dolevelc 88v mapovsioses Emimhoxds dpzthdueves ot Pro-

S { @ { U]

7 4
Ylo Hratos.

ZYZHTHZH

~ e

Zxomdg Tig wapovene perétng Hrov va énmiumlel § xhwvind) afla the loToma-
Bohoylag 7ol fimatag oot avri-HCV(+) déxteg veppixol pooyebpatos xal 6 cu-
oyetiopbs g pé Todg Broynuixods RraTinovs deinteg xal Ty mapovsia dvri-HCV
core IgM avricopdrwy xai HCV-RNA.

To edpuard pag Sebyvouy Gt dmdpyer Sva edpd Qoo PLopPOROYLLEY GANOLG-
aewv otd map T@Y dobevidy adréy, 6 Timog xal N BapdryTa TEHY dmotwy Sev elvar
Suvartdy vo Extiumbel Enml th Bacet téY Aramindy &vldpwy. *Aclzveis ut maboloyt-
%o0g Broynuixods Rmatinods Selxteg elyoy @uolohoyinh woppoloyte fmatog, &véd
&Ahot dobeveic, pt loTohoyinds PAdBeg dndpa %ol Baperés, elyav puotooyixods dei-
%7eg. AdTod elvar mifavoy va dpeihetar 616 Gt ol doleveic adrol Bplonovron o ypb-
via dvosoxartactartixy Ocpameio. IMopbpore edpfuata, pi drovoion Exdnrmv xhwe-
%@y xol Broynuixdy Sxtapaydv, Eyovv dvapeplel ot doleveig pé perapboyevoy
vepol xal Aratind) véoo dpetdduevy ot didpopes dhkes alticg [, 6]. Patveror Emopé-
vog 6, 8tav EEeralovron ol dmimrdcels ThHe hotpdiewg pé HCV atodg dobeveic

~ \

mob Eyovv OmoBlnlel of petapboycuon veppod, ol mabodoyixds Tipes TEY Broymut-
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ITINAKAZ 5

Koatavops yovérumwy 108 HCV otode daleveic ué perapboycuon veppol

Tovérumor *Appde dolzvidy %
I 3 14
11 6 33
I D 28
IV 2 11
I+1V 2 11
2bvoro 18 100

3

%6y AraTiedy Sewetdy Stv Epouv xaputx Sypveotiey B mpoyvesTixd dbla dtay

3

3&v cuvodehovtar &md ioTohoyixd Sedopéve. AveTuyde uéyper ofucpn oxedov Gieg ol

A ll /t \ ) 3 —~ - AY o~ ! é ~ 7\[ ! \ 3
oyemixds peréreg Bacilovtar 68 xhvixospyasTNoLAXd XELTHoLK, EVE Alyeg (ovoy dvo-
pépovrar 6t xhwixorabodroyoavaropxa dedouéva[12, 13, 14].

Sty mapobon peréty ) iotoroyixy EEéracn Tob fimatos dmoxdivde Thy mwa-
povsta &vdg edpéog QaopaTog ioTohOYiR®Y poppdy ypovixg Hratixiis vésov 6Ty
mhetoPnple (65%) 16y dobBeviv. ‘Totohoyinds BrdBes 7ol fmatos of omoleg yopa-

! (3 3 2 3 7 ! \ e A ~ !
wtnplalnxay Gg ENdyiotes dAhotwoetg ouumepternpinoay oty ouade Tijg ypovixs
(4 o ! ’ e\ - oy A \ ; Jor 6'_"’ 4 ] )\/ ~ 3 \ 8\
fmatiniic véoov, mapdtt O umopoloe navels va ioyvprobzl &71 ol Brafes adtéc d&v
elvar eldxdc xal mbavov vor dpethovron ol cuvdmaply xol AWy aitioloyixdv Ta-
paybvtav. Kavévag 8poe dmd tode doleveig mobd peletfioupe d&v frav HBsAg(+)
xol ot xavévay Sév OmRoyay évdetfeig dvepyold %) mpd hophl ol =

. Royov Evdetéerc vepyol 7 mpbopatyng hopdlewe dmd xuTTa
popeyahaid, i ol Epstein Bar ¥ <ol €pmnra. "Afoonueior elvar ) dvebpeoy ot
2 3 e ~ ~ ’8 ’ \ 3 ’0 € ~ / € ¢ 7 3 (4

&aBeveic T iStbpopere xal aouvnliatyg loToroyixic PAABNe # mola dvapépeTar
éxc lvomotds yolootatiky fimatitido ol ) Omola TEQLYPAPYXE YIX TEWTY POPX OL
&Gesv . \ e 7\!6 \ / - 1A )\I . ! )\ /. ; 3 \

cic mod YmoPAflncay ot petapodcysuey fratos Abyw ypovieg Aotuwiews &mo

e

10 Aratitidug B[15]. Ztole mepiaabrepaug dalevels Thg mapadorns perérng 7 fratiny
véoog mod Srumiot@bnxe ioTohoyina Hray pEMov Hmia, yeyovds 6 6molo O wpé-
met lowg va dpethetan GTOV GyeTid Wixpd Ypdvo Tapaxohoulijceng Toug (27 426,
edpog 1-113 pijvec) [3, 16]. "Eye: mpbopata mpotabet &t to dvri-HCV core IgM avri-

chpora mhovdy vo OTodnAdvouy dfcta ) évepyd Aotpwhin. Ta edpfuata buwe Tig
N 7 P PN ¢ ]

napodang perétyg 8tv émBefatdvouy adtiy Ty dmodm. "EE dAhov, mapbpota dduve-
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ubor Sudnprome petabd ofetag xal ypoviag fmatitidas C pt mpoodiopiopd TGV &vti-
HCV core IgM dvticopdroy Eer mapatnenlel xol ot dhkeg 6p.adeg dolevidy pe

e >

HCV Rotpwty. Elver bpog mbavoy 4 EEéracy adth v dmodeiy0sl ypvortwn othy
3 \ 3 ~ L ~ A 3 ! \ 3 /4 ) !
gmhoy dobevédv, ol omolol Oo Eugoavicouy orabepl dvrambnpion o) Ocpormelo &
tvreppepbvy-A [17].

To HCV-RNA dviyvedlnxe otdv dpd T mhetovémytag 1@y pehetnbévrmv dabe-
v (92%,). IMapdpore edppata Eyouvv avapeplel xal dmd &Mhoug épeuvntég[18, 19].
Adtd pmopst vo dmodolel othy xalnuepviy yopNynoy dvocoxaTacTOATIRGY Qapp.d-

e 4 ! b 4 \ 3 4 \ oo O \ > ~
%oy, % omolx émitpémer TOV dmpbonomTo moMamAacLaoud Tob Lol orobs dobeveils
adtodg, yeyovds T0 6molo pmwopel va TpoxaAel Siwpxd] ®ATAGTEOPY TOD HTATIXOD

A 3 7,8 \ 3 5 4 3 LY 3 /. e 14 3 ! 3
THPSYYORATOS %ol TEAXS, TV GVTIXATECTAGT ToU &Td 0DAMYY, ioTé. "ISinitepa év-
Tumwetaxd fray To ebpnpe, 81t 9 dmd Todg 10 dofevels (90%) ue odotacTind Qu-
GiohoYLxd MTaTid L6TO Gvixouy GTHV xatnyoplx T@Y «ivév gopéwwy Tol HCV,
émwg adrol optlovror Og &ropa dvti-HCV(4), HCV-RNA(+) xol pé gustodo-
\ e " S 7
YIRY) NTATIAY LGTOAOYLL.
g

Téhog, 10 yeyovds 6te dtv Peélnxe cuoyetionds uetald Wwoppiic YovoTiT®Y Yol

ioTohoyindic elxbvag Tob fimatos, towg va doelhetor 6T0 pinpd dptlpd meptmT@oEWY
,

mod Eetdclnray &g onuepa.

\

Suvotlovrag atvetor 871, o¢ dobeveig pé petopdoyeuey veppob Oetivods o
Gvri-HCV dvrlowpe, of 6molol mopaxohoudnlyray yio pérpro ypdvo, mepimov Sie-
Tlo, peta T petapndoyevoy:

1) ‘H ouyvérnra ypovics fratinis véoou elvar SYmAy), &v xol pdikov Hmie 6TV
mietovbmyTe eV mepimtdczwy. 2) lapte pé tov HCV elvan EEapeting ouyvi.
3) “Yrdpyer va SYmAd mococTd Whylddv Qopéwwn, xal &) ME tobg Broynumixolds Hma-

3

Tixode deinteg, 10 HCOV-RNA xai 76 avri-HCV core IgM, pepoveuéva 3 ot cuv-
Suaopd, dtv pmopel va mpofBheplsl 6 Timog xal % Bapltnra TVH¢ Nmatikie vécou
nod dgpetherar otév HCV. T adté, 4 Brodix #maros Ocwpeitar drapaltny yid Six-
yv©oTitolds, TeoyvwoTikols xal Tilavéy Oepamentivals oxomols.

‘H dpyacta pag elvar mpwtétumy oti) debvl BiPhoypapion xal 7 Epeuvnring
pag mpoondBeta cuveyiletan. ‘O mosoTindg mpoodioptapds Tol RNA 7ol iol, G
ovpBde towe, oty TAnpéotepy Entipmen g BapdTnTos ThHe dmoxelwévng MmaTL-

%l Brafe.
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SUMMARY

Hepatitis C virus infection in renal transplant patients:
Histopathology and molecular diagnosis.

The purpose of the present study was to assess the clinical value of liver

histopathology in anti-HCV+ve renal transplant (RTx)pts and its relation-

ship to liver function tests (LFT’s) as well as to the presence of core IgM
antibodies against HCV (anti-HCV core IgM) and to HCV-RNA. Therefore
40 biopsies were performed in 40 RTxpts who were repeatedly found to be

anti-HV C-+ve with immunoenzyme and confirmatory assays (ETA-2, RIBA-2).
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In all pts, sequential LFT’s were available and determinations of anti-HCV
core IgM (Abott) and HCV-RNA (PCR) were performed in serum samples
obtained on the day of the biopsy. Three of the pts were excluded from the
final analysis as they were HBsAg + ve as well. Therefore the data pre-
sented are derived from the remaining 37 pts who were anti-HCV--ve only.
These pts (26M, 11F, aged 40411 yrs) had received renal graft from LR(9)
or CAD(28) donors and were on Aza-+Pr(5 pts), CsA-+Pr(7 pts) and Aza+}
CsA~+Pr (25 pts). Their s.creatinine was 1.94-0.9 mg/dl, pre-Tx dialysis time
44431 months and post-Tx follow up time 27 +26 months. Liver biopsy
revealed chronic liver disease in 23 pts (62%), no significant changes in 11 pts
(30%) and acute hepatitis in 3 pts (8%).

Steatosis and siederosis was present in 7 (20%,) and 3 (8%,) pts respec-
tively. The histological type of chronic liver disease was minimal changes in
11 (30%), chronic presistent /lobular hepatitis in 5 (13%,), chirrhosis in 2 (5%,),
perisinusoidal fibrosis in 1 (39,), bile duct lesions in 1 (39%,), cholestasis in
1(3%) and changes compatible with fibrosing cholestatic hepatitis in 2 (5%,)
pts. Twenty seven (73%,) of the pts had abnormal and 10 (27%,) had normal
LFT’s. In 8 (309%) of the pts with abnormal LFT’s, liver biopsy showed no
significant changes while in 6 (60%,) of the pts with normal LFT’s, liver
biopsy revealed chronic liver disease. Also 11/16 pts (69%) with normal
transaminase levels had chronic liver disease whereas 4/21 (199;) with ele-
vated transaminase levels had no significant changes. Anti-HCV core IgM was
positive in 8 (22°) pts (2 with no significant changes, 4 with minimal changes,
| with bile duct lesions and 1 with acute hepatitis). HCV-RNA was detected
in the serum of 34 (929,) of the pts including 10/11 pts (919,) with normal
liver histology. The results of the present study indicate that, in anti-HCV--ve
RTx pts with medium term functioning grafts: 1) The incidence of chronic
liver disease is high, although rather mild in the majority of cases. 2) There
is a high percentage of «healthy carrier» state and 3) LFT’s anti-HCV core
IgM and HCV-RNA are not predictive of the type and severity of liver disease.
Therefore in anti-HCV+-ve RTx pts, liver biopsy in necessary for diagnostic
and probably, therapeutic purposes.



